Disaster Epidemiology Guidance
Tuesday, October 3, 2017
November Call via Webinar
Attendees:


Hayleigh McCall (CSTE)
Michael Heumann (CSTE Consultant)
David Zane (TX)
Tess Konen (MN)
Svetlana Smorodinsky (CA)
Betsy Kagey (GA)
Joy Hsu (CDC)
Kacie Seil (NYC)


Call notes:

· CSTE Announcements – Hayleigh
· Convening the Disaster Epi Planning Committee for 2018 Disaster Epi Workshop
· If interested in joining, send Hayleigh an e-mail
· Overview of Chapters – Michael
· Mortality surveillance, EDRS (Tesfaye Bayleyegn, David Zane, Rebecca Noe, Michael Heumann, Kacie Seil)
· Michael – Have not been able to connect with Rebecca Noe
· David – No other updates
· Kacie – emailed Rebecca yesterday, and she replied that she is working on a document and will send soon
· Morbidity surveillance, ESSENCE and other syndromic surveillance (TBD)
· Michael – met with Meredith Jagger and asked if she would be able to address theory and examples of syndromic surveillance
· She will be getting us an outline/draft, and Hayleigh or Michael will put on Basecamp when it arrives
· Rapid needs assessment, CASPER (Tesfaye Bayleyegn, David Zane, Svetlana Smorodinsky)
· David – At a good point
· Svetlana – Ready for comments
· ERHMS, occupational health (Lisa Delaney, Jill Shugart, Michael Heumann)
· Michael – no one from NIOSH has returned his calls so no updates
· Svetlana – Have you contacted Jill Shugart 
· Michael –seems that she is deployed
· Shelter surveillance (Ashley Conley, Josephine Malilay, Miguel Cruz)
· Hayleigh – both Miguel and Josephine could not join the call
· Email from Ashley – she has done some final edits and the document has been uploaded to the site
· Chemical release assessments, ACE (Svetlana Smorodinsky, Jason, Eric Thomasson)
· Svetlana – Maureen has reviewed, so it is ready/complete!
· Disaster mental health (Jennifer Beggs, Akiko Saito potentially, Monica potentially)
· Michael – Jennifer got in touch with Akiko Saito, a speaker from the DE subcommittee call, and she agreed to help
· Michael – have not gotten a hold of Monica yet, to contribute on work they did during Sandy
· Descriptive Studies following disaster response efforts (David Zane)
· Michael – is complete and looks good
· Recovery Assessment (Natalie Grant)
· Michael – have not heard back from Natalie so no updates
· Disaster Epi Tool Repository (Hayleigh McCall, Nicole Nakata, Michael Heumann, Stacey Arnsen) 
· Hayleigh – sent e-mail to Stacy at NMS, but I haven’t heard back but will follow up
· Overview, Intro, Background (Betsy Kagey, Josephine Malilay, Michael Heumann)
· Betsy – Haven’t gotten back to reading updates yet since deploying but will look over webpage
· Alternative ways of presenting the information – Svetlana
· Make formats more visually engaging, digestible for peer audience
· Guidance, white papers for technical audience tend to conform to text-heavy format
· Thinking about this guidance paper – want to be practical and useful – and this kind of formatting might be better
· Ideas: 
i. Converting numeric & listing information into infographics or matrix tables
1. Will show examples next call (also on Basecamp)
2. When people are looking at different methods, easier to grasp concept
ii. Each chapter could have illustration/table that guides reader to most important idea that we want to communicate
1. Want certain level of uniformity, could be achieved by different format
iii. Format document in user-friendly way
1. PDF could have hot links to sections within itself
2. Have bigger headings, uniform color scheme, different icons to visually ID sections
3. Convert PDF into digital format so that it is web friendly
4. ESRI StoryMap format – web application with different tabs
5. Pretty easy widget-based program 
· Questions/comments
· David – like idea of diverse ways to communicate information
· Would like to see more examples, other than the ones posted on Basecamp
· Which chapters would be most applicable for this format?
· Svetlana – one good example is on the CA EPA webpage
· Web-based interactive mapping tool where people can look at disadvantaged communities and environmental justice; look at analysis of environmental pollution information
· Requires explanation of data/technical information behind it
· Michael – want to headline a single approach for whole document
· Could make the document more accessible to more readers.
· Svetlana – moving forward, would be happy to put together ACE chapter and mock up some possible ideas
· Michael – A couple chapters are done, so we could start
· Keep in mind that at least 2 parts of each chapter (overview, applications), and there will be resources and references
· Encourage people to include examples of tools/formats that will be attached as appendix or could be hyperlinked
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When possible, may be able to do this with certain references/examples – hyperlinked to document

