Disaster Epi Guidance Doc – Workgroup Call Notes
December 5, 2017

Attendees:
Michael Heumann (CSTE Consultant)
Michael Anderson (CSTE)
Svetlana Smorodinsky
Tesfaye Bayleyegn 
Betsy Kagey
Miguel Cruz
Nicole Nakata
Joy Hsu
Meredith Jagger
Tess Konen
Rebecca Noe
Steve Ramsey

Call notes:

· Updates on Basecamp site postings – Michael
· Svetlana – minor changes to ACE chapter; formatted is an example only – should not be included in the overall document because we made other spelling/name changes, but it is an example of what formatting could look like and discussing from last call going through some example chapters, like the CASPER chapter we did, and converting it to a formatted version but haven’t gotten to that point
· Michael – not sure of many of you have had chance to go on Basecamp site and download newer version – dated on Fri, Dec 1 – if you get a chance, just a sample but looks a little more stimulating and interesting for readers to go through as a beginning point. Also have updates from variety of other chapters. Betsy, updated vignettes from the shooting/mass casualty that happened in OR
· Betsy – had trouble getting to link
· Michael – draft outline has been developed for Disaster Mental Health. Step we haven’t had before. Also, Syndromic Surveillance Chapter has been drafted and edited. Most recent case study from NY. Vignettes – weren’t able to open them but were added on Nov 12. Will get back to Akiko to see how we can get a final accurate link developed for vignettes.
· Reminder – Call for abstracts is open for 2018 CSTE annual conference. 
· If thinking about doing some sort of abstract or session on disaster epi or environmental epi, get those developed sooner rather than later. Submission closes in January. 
· Timeline – want to get all of our drafts in during this winter season so we can get editing done and ready for submission through CDC document approval process. 
· Suggestion made to reformat each chapter in the examples so they are utilizing newer, more interesting formats. 
· All that is posted so far is drafting an example, the ACE chapter
· Rebecca – APHA was looking for reviewers for their practitioner guide for environmental public health. 
· Overview of Chapters - Michael
· Mortality surveillance, EDRS (Tesfaye Bayleyegn, David Zane, Rebecca Noe, Michael Heumann, Kacie Seil)
· Tesfaye – no updates; have comments but have not finished and once done will share with other members
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rebecca – no updates; less focus on writing, more focus on readability 
· Michael – will be a big topic for our readers 
· Morbidity surveillance, ESSENCE and other syndromic surveillance (Meredith Jagger)
· Michael – chapter has been put together and there are 3 vignette examples; check mark here
· Rapid needs assessment (Tesfaye Bayleyegn, David Zane, Svetlana Smorodinsky)
· Stable, final editing mode and pretty much done
· ERHMS (Lisa Delaney, Jill Shugart, Michael Heumann)
· Big empty space right now
· Shelter surveillance (Ashley Conley, Josephine Malilay, Miguel Cruz)
· Miguel – don’t have any new updates; just returned from Hurricane Maria
· Josephine – Doug has it now and asked for a week or two to continue with his piece which is the beginning and I will pick it up next. Hope to have draft ready for submission once other team members have had a look at it. 
· Michael – hoping Miguel will be able to develop an abstract or session either at annual meeting or disaster epi workshops; a lot of learning we can do from the experiences you and your colleagues had on the ground there
· Michael - Interesting new tools being developed as result of what happened in Houston following Hurricane Harvey
· Work done by UT and students took lead there and developed methodology, daily shelter census 
· Details and reference information will be shared privately
·  Chemical release assessments, ACE (Svetlana Smorodinsky, Jason, Eric Thomasson)
· Michael – pretty much put to rest and formatted as mentioned earlier.
· Disaster mental health (Jennifer Beggs, Akiko Saito)
· Michael – chapter is being drafted and Akiko has submitted her vignette for this chapter; received rough outline from Jennifer
· Rapid Response Registry – Tess Konen (MN)
· Tess – besides moving it to new structure, it’s pretty much finalized 
· Descriptive Studies following disaster response efforts (David Zane)
· Was well-developed some time ago just needs to go through updated formatting
· Recovery Assessment (Natalie Grant)
· Have not been able to get in touch
· Disaster Epi Tool Repository (Hayleigh McCall, Nicole Nakata, Michael Heumann, Stacey Arnsen) 
· Hayleigh has posted recent versions
· Nicole – no updates; double check and go over again
· Michael – within last couple of weeks, have gotten inputs from colleagues at NLM and NIEHS and have finally put together an outline for what they think would fit under this chapter
· Steve Ramsey – Richard Rosselli and I are representing the NIEHS in this capacity for this chapter. Provided a couple of paragraphs describing the website and what people can expect when they go there. Site always in development – starting to incorporate environmental sampling tools as well as bio specimen collection instructions
· Disaster research - May need to pull because haven’t received input from NIOSH or NIEHS with work they’re doing
· If it gets close and we don’t have anything then we will have to move forward without this
· Reconsider calling this guidance document
· Michael – input received from NIOSH - they are urging us not to use title of a guidance document and to call it something else because it’s not going to be full guidance
· not going to be publishing a prescriptive how-to but rather reviewing the methodology and giving examples of how the methodologies have been applied
· we are not suggesting that they can or should be done in a certain way 
· Comments from colleagues at CDC about terms guidance document and whether we should call it something else?
· Josephine – if we were to call it a guidance document, we would need several rounds of clearance from this end. Resource document might even be better. Any time a consensus is reached by government employees and that consensus includes input from someone external, required to have the group become a FACA (Federal Advisory Committee Act), and there’s another group at CDC that monitors the establishment, composition, and tracks FACA proceedings so it becomes a little more complicated. 
· Michael – any reaction to naming disaster epi resource document? Don’t have to finalize today 
· When you call it a document, I think of a physical document (book). It’s going to be a living resource because it’s going to be able to be updated and things like that?
· Michael – it will be able to be updated. Haven’t talked about a plan of how frequently we might want to update it so still open for discussion
· Getting guidance out of there is a good idea
· Josephine – another term tossed around is technical report
· I think a technical report would put people off. This is really a resource – this is the first place where I’ve seen all of this really come together. 
· Have to go back to who the audience is and there may not be heavy duty research folks so when they see “technical report” could be off-putting. This is much more accessible than a technical document in that it provides a lot of examples as well as tools. Combination of a toolkit as well. Do not want to scare away audience.
· Resource document? Resource guide? Resource manual? White paper? Can finalize over time 
· Potential for appendices
· Michael - Encourage those who are working on chapters to think about lining up actual tools that relate to chapters for the examples you’re working on that could be put into an appendix
· Don’t need to clutter the chapter because not everyone reading it will want to go into detail
· Appendices, which can be live links, would lighten the load of the document but still give people access to what it is we’re talking about the same way Akiko intended to put in a link to the psychological guide they relied on when they developed their intervention on disaster mental health
· Are there examples of either flow charts, data gathering tools, etc. that could be added in as an appendix and then would be linked in the text
· Svetlana – have already done that for ACE and CASPER chapters
· Discussion
· Betsy – Isn’t just for epis; should be shared with preparedness people ahead of time. The way it reads allows audience to be expanded or at least is a tool for disaster epi people to engage their partners to better understanding and working ahead of time
· Michael – have this most effectively used by new partners who haven’t done it yet – local health departments, some states and tribal entities - also want to (up to Josephine and Michael on the overview part) to provide an orientation to the emergency management community as well as urging people to start building them into their exercise components so they can learn how to do them in advance
· Summary – Michael
· Pull drafts together by February, March latest, then can start getting it formatted and ready for clearance review that various partners/agencies are going to need to run this through
· Goal of late spring, before end of June, to have this completed and released in its first iteration
· Rebecca – put through CDC clearance and other partners, who else will be reviewing it possibly?
· Michael – NIEHS if they make a contribution (Steve can re-affirm). NIOSH will want to review what they’re contributing. Could be topic for next call if we want other logos on board, but may delay things a little bit longer 
· Michael A. for Hayleigh – degree/extent to which we want buy-in and support from other parts of CSTE; how can we make this most useful?
· Steve – mentioned some missing material on disaster research itself?
· Michael – have been working with Aubrey on getting a draft of it. Wanted a chapter on disaster research because that is the link between the applied disaster epi in all phases of a disaster with the research work that both NIEHS and NIOSH are trying to do. Wanted this chapter included so people know it’s out there and to increase awareness of what is already happening
· Steve – found email and will see if I can take it on; just a matter of compile what’s already been written
· Invite any and all of you to review and add your comments to any of the other documents as time permits for you
· Next call probably in first week of January

