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Session Description for Review (500 words) (Currently 447 words)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Disaster Epidemiology is the application of core public health methods to characterize the nature and dynamics of health consequences associated with a disaster. The information generated can directly inform decision-making on behavioral, clinical, and environmental actions that can mitigate illness, injury, disability, and death. Epidemiologic methods such as rapid needs assessments, syndromic surveillance, analysis of electronic death surveillance systems, descriptive research, evaluations, and registries are utilized to collect relevant data on the affected population. These data are shared with planners, incident commanders, and policy makers during disaster responses to provide them the information needed to make timely decisions, allocate resources, and provide situational awareness on the health of the affected community.

Disaster epidemiology focuses on conducting health surveillance pre-event, during the event, and post-event to monitor the health of the population and provide data integral to improving public health surveillance and information systems post-event. During public health emergencies, there are many disaster epidemiology tools and resources that can be utilized to assist in response and recovery. The Emergency Responder Health Monitoring System (ERHMS) is used to monitor the health and safety of responders during an incident, and the Assessment for Chemical Exposure (ACE) provides tools for surveying individuals exposed to hazardous chemicals. Additional tools include: conducting surveillance among shelter populations, performing door-to-door surveys using the Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER), and utilizing emergency department data to monitor for trends. These tools and resources can be used or modified by state, local and tribal public health agencies to respond to emerging threats and to improve response and recovery time from an event.

The purpose of this learning session is to provide an overview of the role of disaster epidemiology and to demonstrate examples of how these methods have been used during emergency events, such as wildfires, hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, toxic releases, and other disasters. Part of the session will focus on the role of the epidemiologist, how epidemiologists can partner with emergency management, and how epidemiologists can contribute to the emergency management cycle of preparedness, response, recovery and mitigation. The session will also showcase sources of tools and resources available to local, tribal, and state public health response agencies. These can be readily adapted to local needs. This session is intended for emergency managers, preparedness planners, as well as epidemiologists. 

Disaster epidemiology principles and methods can be implemented to provide near real-time or real-time health data during a disaster – this data can assist decision-makers in the response, ultimately saving lives and reducing morbidity and mortality. This session will show how public health and emergency management at the state, tribal, local, and territorial levels can integrate disaster epidemiology methods and skills into their plans and practices. 

Session Description for Publication (50 words) We currently have 43 words
The purpose of this session is to provide an overview of the role of disaster epidemiology, initiate a meaningful discussion of the role of the epidemiologist, and discuss how epidemiologists can partner with emergency management and contribute to disaster planning, response and recovery. 




Learning Objectives
1. Define disaster epidemiology and the role it plays pre-disaster, during a disaster, and throughout the recovery phase.
2. Explain how disaster epidemiology can assist state and local agencies in responding to emerging public health threats.
3. Demonstrate examples of how disaster epidemiology methods have been applied in recent disasters. 
4. Discuss the role of the epidemiologist during a disaster and how epidemiologists can partner with emergency management.
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