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Proposed Scope of State and Territorial Public Health Reporting Regulation Survey

Background on Digital Bridge
The Digital Bridge is a partnership of health care, health IT and public health organizations, with the goal to advance information exchange between health care and public health. As its first project, the Digital Bridge collaborative has designed a multi-jurisdictional approach to electronic case reporting (eCR), a valuable tool that reduces the burden of public health reporting of infectious diseases while improving the timeliness, accuracy and completeness of data. In 2017-2018, Digital Bridge will coordinate eCR implementations at sites across several different states and cities.

Purpose
Digital Bridge partners developed an approach to eCR that utilizes a decision support intermediary (DSI) to facilitate communication between a health care provider and one or more state or local public health agencies. Clinical electronic health record (EHR) systems will send case reports representing potential cases to the DSI which will compare them to detailed reporting criteria authored by public health agencies. If a case report matches reporting criteria for a public health jurisdiction, the DSI will forward it to that jurisdiction.

A questionnaire to individual state and territorial laws and regulations is needed to inform the development of a long-term scalable legal framework for eCR. 

This document is designed to help gather stakeholder input on the design and outcomes of this questionnaire. 

Proposed eCR Legal Questionnaire Content 
1. Broad Public Health Reporting Powers
a. Does a broad public health reporting statute/rule exist in this jurisdiction? [Yes/No]
i. If yes (to 1a), provide citation.
ii. If yes (to 1a), is such reporting (1) “required by law”; (2) “authorized by law”; (3) requires patient consent; or (4) the law is silent?
iii. If yes (to 1a), who shall report (e.g., laboratories, physicians)?
iv. If yes (to 1a), who shall receive the report?
v. If yes (to 1a), are there requirements that reports be submitted via an HIE or another data partner?
vi. If yes (to 1a), what reporting timeframes are specified?
vii. If yes (to 1a), are particular forms required for reporting?
1. If yes, provide more information (e.g., form URL).
viii. If yes (to 1a), are particular formats required for reporting?
1. If yes, provide more information (e.g., electronic document, phone).
2. Condition-Specific Public Health Reporting (the following questions apply only if citations exist for specific conditions in additional to any above broad public health reporting powers)
a. Do any condition-specific public health reporting statutes/rules exist in this jurisdiction? [Yes/No]
i. If yes (to 2a), provide citation.
ii. If yes (to 2s), list the applicable condition(s). 
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]If yes (to 2a), is such reporting (1) “required by law”; (2) “authorized by law”; (3) requires patient consent; or (4) the law is silent?
iv. If yes (to 2a), who shall report (e.g., laboratories, physicians)?
v. If yes (to 2a), who shall receive the report?
vi. If yes (to 2a), are there requirements that reports be submitted via an HIE or another data partner?
vii. If yes (to 2a), what reporting timeframes are specified?
viii. If yes (to 2a), are particular forms required for reporting?
1. If yes, provide more information (e.g., form URL).
ix. If yes (to 2a), are particular formats required for reporting?
1. If yes, provide more information (e.g., electronic document, phone).

For further information on this effort, please contact the Public Health Informatics Institute’s informatics analyst, Natalie Viator, at nviator@phii.org. 
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