CSTE Environmental Health in Schools Workgroup 

1. Feedback from white paper talking about the need for a network around children’s environmental health – been a debate in the past about whether it should be a part of the environmental health tracking network or its own network 	
a. Leaning towards not being its own network
b. Should we be debating that or first figure out if there is a central theme about finding, collecting, and making data more available 
i. In every case where we want to determine risk to children and teachers, the data is not standardized or widely available or a good enough policy to require it 
c. Is it the lack of data and policies that we are trying to address?
i. One of the calls to action going back a couple years was to engage with occupational health and if we are committed to including school staff and teachers in this tracking then we do need to include occupational health? – might be worthwhile to find out if occupational health is committed to including school staff and what occupational health is already doing such as models
1. Original intention to find key pieces or sentinel events that would spark someone to step in and see what was happening with other children – to find something that is serviceable to focus prevention activities for a wider set of people 
ii. From the public health perspective, we don’t understand if there is any national system, probably not, that addresses facility issue
1. No systems track facility maintenance annually 
2. NACCHO has programs that go in and out of schools but don’t know exactly when they are there – should loop NACCHO in
3. Hazard surveillance rather than case ascertainment  
4. Looking into proximity to known hazards 
d. The idea of the network (separate or individual) was that we would then have a platform for hosting data – hard part would be finding partners to agree to share it 
i. What types of data would we like to see?
1. Original idea to build out something separate but parallel and complementary to adult occupational safety and health
2. What are the elements of a system for children that would be compatible here – NACCHO and occupational health already in those places
3. When collecting hazard and exposure data it does make sense to collect at a school level as much as possible – children are there 1000 hours on average per year
4. If possible how can we collect health data on that level - thinking about school nurses and what data they are already collecting 
a. Nurses do not have a template on how to collect or where to report 
i. Some urban school districts have a partnership – for example if a child has an overdose or asthma attack the local hospital can report back to the school nurse
b. Health systems may not be able to share their numbers if they are collected – have mandatory reporting
c. Asthma in schools brings up a lot of exposures 
d. Not sure nurses have the bandwidth with cuts – would prefer data to come from individual schools but districts would work 
e. School Nurses Association could provide valuable data collection, reporting, and bandwidth of nurses
f. West Virginia a good example of their work with opioids in the school aged population 
g. PASU might have a good dataset or be a good partner
ii. Worth pursuing partnership with NACCHO
1. Have reaching out to CSTE Occupational Health subcommittee for a liaison but have not reached out to NACCHO yet
iii. If we could have a network tomorrow to display things, educate the public, and show trends would we have enough data to populate it with?
1. The challenge is no data doesn’t mean no problem – children’s health has never been tracked in schools, starting from the basics with EH 
2. EH aspect of health has not yet rose to the attention of policy makers and school districts and parent groups - can understand the EH challenges, if we could highlight problem areas we could get more funding
3. Ample evidence of what happens in poor facilities to children – enough indoor environmental health studies about lowered test scores and attendance 
a. No tracking system that is following it 
4. Will look for external liaisons if we cannot find one internally 
5. Could this be to focus the policy brief instead of creating indicators to call for better and more available data?
a. Two things definitely connected – to create the indicators must have source and understand the metadata and documentation and want it to be sustainable 
b. Want the policy brief to focus more on needs and gaps and then try to make some recommendations
c. Working on key indicators would be important to the issue brief – opportunity with school aged children for developmental challenges and lack of research and inclusion 
i. 2018 white paper pointed out that better data can inform more health protective standards – not everything is translational from the under 6 data we have been seeing 
d. Important to encompass all learning facilities and groups of kids for exposures 
e. Flooding or storm damage to facilities as well as sheltering during natural disasters
i. Plan for collecting more data and understanding what it means and later on making recommendations on what to do with that data 
ii. Was this white paper ready in terms of a recommendation for its network?
1. The model that has worked has been a group of people who know something about an issue and discuss then reach out to people who know more and get a presentation from them then try to narrow the focus to do something obtainable 
2. Going to have to prioritize 
3. Backtracking and looking more at the policy side will be the best way to go with this
f. If there anyone is interested in reviewing an upcoming report called The State of Environmental Health in Pennsylvania schools, reach out to Kara 
i. Includes schools across the state and covers environmental hazards and how schools are taking action about them – inside the building, around the building, and making the connection between healthy learning environments and what that means for academic performance 
ii. Includes air quality, water quality, school build materials, and school ground environments sections 
2. Next call April 12th – If anyone would like to present on the topics discussed reach out

EPA Radon in Schools: EPA Tools for Schools and Case Studies
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USEPAIAQ/bulletins/2c3ed25  

Children’s Environmental Health Network: Virtual Town Halls on Lead in Drinking Water & EPA's New Lead and Copper Rule
https://cehn.org/our-work/lead-in-drinking-water-town-halls/ 
