9.13.21 EH in Schools Workgroup Call Agenda and Notes
Dan L (NJ DOH), Michele Herdt (NY DOH), Maria Moskwa(PA DOH), Chi Boyer, Cayla Poteete (TN DOH), Alexis Darden (CSTE), Claire Barnett (Childrens Health Network)
· Goal to look at nation-wide reporting of children’s health issues in the school environment
· Monitoring and intervention
· Should we focus on just a few variables that are commonly shared among geographies?
· Administrative reports from other agencies of variables that are already being reported (i.e., absenteeism, dropout rates)
· OSHA/NIOSH already has a complaint and resolution system for school workplaces
· Ex: Heat exposures as occupational hazard, but not being tracked for children
· Workplace asthma/School-related asthma Chris mentioned FL previous efforts to coordinate care plans between providers and the school health programs
· Claire: Would want to focus on basic prevention steps and not just medical management of the symptoms/clinical management
· Michele: NY has asthma management in schools grant that is working closely with their EH program; trying to be more inclusive with approaching childhood asthma prevention
· Claire: Study on asthma in schools showed triple the number of attacks (?) when returning from school breaks (winter break etc). The reopening of schools coincided with an increase of asthma hospitalizations/ED visits.
· Claire: Lessons to be learned from NIOSH for school health. We should have someone from part of the NIOSH tracking system to partner with for this workgroup
· Try to reach out to the Occupational Health Workgroup at CSTE again (Alexis will talk to Hayleigh)
· Dan: In NJ, has public employees OSHA (PEOSHA) that includes all teachers. NJ has indoor air quality standards, unlike the federal OSHA. Could maybe follow this model/borrow from. Dan will share some resources and information from PEOSHA via email to the workgroup
· APHA Policy statement for EPHT for Children in schools specifically (2017)
· Led to drafting of policy brief
· Can cut-and-paste for CSTE Policy Brief
· Claire: APHA allows other sections (PH Nursing, EH, etc) to review policy briefs before publishing
· Goes over school procedures to get a baseline of requirements state by state
· National EPHT Portal data check
· Childcare locations available as point layer
· No school location point data currently up
· Where to find this data?
· Potential data variables/topics for policy brief suggestions
· Jessi compiled Excel sheet from existing information in the Basecamp files
· NJ only state to fill out information
· Dan: Not all measures had school-specific data. Maybe use EPHT staff in state for help filling out potential variable availability
· Claire: Complaint based systems would allow for identifying who files/which school. Possibly look at asthma related data by date (school days/sessions) and age. Maybe add the number of schools that fail fire safety inspections (#37). CO and CO2 testing. Number of states are having schools monitor CO levels. CO2 testing would reflect the amount of air flow, testing would probably be sparse and inconsistent.
· How should we prioritize data? 
· What level should we aim for collection at?
· Possibly discuss what work has been done in schools in response to COVID, what measures could also benefit other conditions/topics on the variables list
· One example would be ventilation improvements
· Complications
· What should we advocate for? Partner with other agencies/groups?
· Jan 2021 (Melissa Jordan was there) COVID and School Health Summit
· COVID-19 and the Education Sector: Early Lessons from the Pandemic APHA Policy Statement
· Claire: Suggests doing a policy brief based on pilot studies instead of what data is currently available. Maybe look at data collection opportunities for school nurses, EH specialty units, school-based health clinics
Next steps:
· Begin formatting policy brief?
