[bookmark: _GoBack]White Paper Issue #1
Context and Scope
The environmental health in schools white paper focuses on a specific element of a broader range of environmental health issues concerning school buildings and operations.  
· When approached from the perspective of children’s health, it is recognized that most manifestations of health and disease are caused by a dynamic interaction of genetic and environmental determinants. The specific role of the school environment is just one of those influences. 
· As public health professionals, we are interested in the sum total of external influences (social, behavioral, environmental) that affect child health. As such, we view environmental factors as being integral to any comprehensive strategy to improve children’s health.
· Similarly, while it is often difficult to dissect school related health outcomes from those of the community, it is also true that the conditions of school buildings and the proportion of vulnerable populations often reflect the socio-economic conditions of the communities in which they are located.
· Alternatively, the school building is not only an environment that affects children. It also affects the people who work in those buildings as well as those who use the buildings for purposes other than children’s education (e.g., after school programs, emergency shelters, etc.).  
· It is important to recognize that school facilities can serve a wide variety of functions (e.g., cafeteria, arts/industrial arts, gymnasium, athletic fields, ADA) and include multiple types of structures (e.g. portable classrooms). 
· Public authority over schools is delegated across a variety of agencies at federal, state, and local levels. Further, the extent which public agencies can exert control varies (public schools, private schools, home schooling, day care).  
· There are limits to public authority, warranting combinations of voluntary partnerships with schools (e.g., Tools for Schools, Green Schools).
In light of all these circumstances, it is important that the white paper recognize both the broader context while at the same time being specific enough to be useful for achieving a public health purpose. In this regard, one of the paper’s objectives is to contribute to an interconnectivity with other public health surveillance and intervention programs involving children’s health. 
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