Dr. Joe McLaughlin is the State Epidemiologist for Alaska and the Chief of the Alaska Section of Epidemiology.  He began his career in Alaska as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2001.  After completing his fellowship with CDC, he was hired-on with the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) in 2003.  He completed his medical school training at the University of Minnesota, during which time he was also a graduate research assistant in biomedical ethics.  He completed a Master’s Degree in Public Health and Tropical Medicine at Tulane University, and residency training in Preventive Medicine at Emory University School of Medicine.  He was the recipient of the “Rising Star Award” by the American College of Preventive Medicine. He is a member of the Delta Omega National Public Health Honorary Society, the Alaska DHSS Privacy Board, and the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials’ Infectious Diseases Policy Committee.  He has served as a Member-at-Large on the CSTE Executive Board since June 2011, chairing the Cross Cutting II Steering Committee, which includes the following subcommittees:  Border/International Health, Epidemiology Methods, Health Disparities, Public Health Law, Public Health Emergency Preparedness, and Tribal Epidemiology.
In his current role as the Chief of Alaska Section of Epidemiology, he oversees the work of six major programs and approximately 60 people. He has supervised Alaska-based Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers since 2003.  Dr. McLaughlin is the Chief Editor for the Alaska Epidemiology Bulletin, and has authored and/or edited over 150 Bulletins on a wide variety of issues of public health concern related to the epidemiology of infectious diseases, injury, occupational health, immunizations, sexually transmitted infections, environmental health, chronic disease, maternal/child health, preparedness, and other topics.  Dr. McLaughlin has also been the primary or co-author of numerous peer-reviewed journal articles, including primary authorship in prominent journals such as the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal of the American Medical Association, Emerging Infectious Diseases, Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal, Atherosclerosis, and others.  He is also an Assistant Professor with the University of Alaska’s Master’s in Public Health Program.  When not at work, Joe is passionate about spending time in the outdoors whitewater kayaking, rock climbing, mountain biking, hiking, paragliding, and backcountry skiing.     
