Erika Baldry
406-951-4818          •         Erika.Baldry@mt.gov

Communicable Disease Epidemiologist

Experienced Master of Public Health recipient with both educational and professional skills related to communicable disease epidemiology. Familiarity with statistical data analysis programs such as R and SAS. Skilled in manipulating and analyzing large, complex data sets and summarizing results in reports. Knowledgeable about how a state public health department operates on a day to day basis and during disease outbreaks.  


Education

Master of Public Health						           	 	May 2017 														University of Montana													Missoula, MT

B.A. Ecology and Organismal Biology 				            		July 2015 												             	              University of Montana													Missoula, MT
Peace Corps Preparatory Certificate Specialization in Health  
Global Public Health Minor					May 2015
					University of Montana
												Missoula, MT
Relevant Professional Experience

INTERN										June 2015-August 2015
											June 2016-August 2016
Division of Disease Control-North Dakota Department of Health~ Grand Forks,         
ND/Bismarck, ND     

Created and implemented projects addressing syndromic surveillance related public health concerns in the state of North Dakota. Worked for a state health department serving 53 counties. Acted as a contributing 
member to the team of epidemiologists located in the division of disease control. Assisted with various 
projects and tasks assigned on a daily basis, in addition to completing an individual project. 									
· Completed practicum experience— “Evaluation of Influenza Surveillance in North Dakota” 
· Presented practicum findings to Division of Disease Control staff, including their state epidemiologist, ELC program manager and syndromic surveillance coordinator 
· Gained knowledge on how to use the state’s syndromic surveillance system, disease database, and electronic medical records system
· Enhanced communication skills with other health care professionals 
· Manipulated large data sets to create and present summary reports of data  
· Utilized programing software, such as SAS, to summarize findings of data sets for Community Health Profiles 
· Participated in a U.S. Centers for Disease Control outbreak investigation by attending various meetings and performing chart extractions at a local hospital 
· Shadowed a field epidemiologist and other communicable disease epidemiologists 
· Created and improved the current Animal-bite syndrome utilized in the state of North Dakota
· Submitted an abstract for publication— “Taking a Bite out of Unwanted Visits in the Animal Bite Syndrome”
· Actively participated in faculty meetings about disease outbreaks, communicable disease, and other public health topics
· Invited presentation at the North Dakota Disease 101 Conference— “Animal Bite Syndromic Surveillance and Seasonality” (December 2015)
· Poster Presentation at the Graduate Conference held at the University of Montana— “Taking a Bite out of Unwanted Visits in the Animal Bite Syndrome” (April 2017)
· Poster Presentation at Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists Annual Conference— “Evaluation of Influenza Surveillance in North Dakota” (June 2017) 

COMMUNICABLE DISEASE EPIDEMIOLOGIST				               August 2017-Present	Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services ~ Helena, MT
		
Perform basic duties of a Communicable Disease Epidemiologist such as completing disease investigations and reporting to proper CDC surveillance systems. Serve as both the Vectorborne Epidemiologist and Hospital Acquired Infection (HAI) Program Coordinator for Montana. Additionally, assist other Communicable Disease Epidemiologists as needed. 
· Conduct statewide disease surveillance of Vectorborne disease and outbreaks of HAIs
· Work closely with local health jurisdictions to complete disease investigations
· Report to proper surveillance systems to support electronic disease reporting and public health case reporting 
· Conduct and complete training as needed as the subject matter expert for Vectorborne disease and HAIs
· Presented “Zika: Lunch and Learn” to healthcare providers at a hospital located in Montana (November 2017)
· Completed NHSN Training Courses (August 2017-February 2018) 
· Attend NHSN Webinars
· Attend NHSN Quarterly Conference Calls for State HAI Coordinators 
· Attend monthly HAI Subcommittee Calls
· Present Antimicrobial Stewardship Program Accomplishments to Infectious Disease Doctor Network
· Organize annual HAI Roundtable Meeting
· Support and strengthen relationships for the HAI program with partners throughout the state, such as the Quality Improvement Office, Montana Hospital Association, Contracted Infection Preventionists, and Skaggs School of Pharmacy. 
· Assisted with an Influenza Outbreak investigation in a Montana healthcare facility (February 2018)  

PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICUM PROJECT COORDINATOR		 January 2017-August 2017	University of Montana/Department of Public Health and Human Services ~ Missoula, MT
		
Serve as the project coordinator for organizing practicum opportunities for Master of Public Health students at the University of Montana. A partnership was created between the University of Montana, Department of Public Health and Human Services, and the Montana Public Health Association to increase the number of students performing their practicums in rural health departments of Montana. 

· Created a memorandum of agreement between local health departments, coaches, students, and the University of Montana
· Work independently and meet timelines according to the needs of the pilot program
· Created an accessible Excel sheet that helps organize the multiple partners of this pilot program
· Schedule and coordinate meetings 
· Serve as the liaison between the multiple parties and represent the student’s perspective 

PROJECT COORDINATOR/LEAD RESEARCHER MONTANA PUBLIC HEALTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT			 				 January 2017-Current  
	Montana Department of Public Health and Human Services ~ Missoula, MT

Act as the project coordinator and lead researcher for the Montana Public Health Workforce Development Project. Coordinate and plan meetings for the work group to identify possible areas of training or education needed for the current public health workforce. Create presentations and reports to communicate findings with stakeholders. Complete additional tasks as needed.

· Write a literature review describing best practices for developing a public health workforce development plan
· Schedule and coordinate conference calls and WebEx meetings
· Perform a data analysis of current surveys completed around the state to identify possible priority areas for training and education
· Develop surveys to be completed by the workgroup and analyze such surveys 
· Write a report and present findings from data analysis to work group
· Create multiple presentations and agendas for workgroup meetings
· Use Epi Info to upload hand-written survey results into an electronic database

COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT ANALYST		 		December 2016-May 2017 Fifth House Consulting~ Missoula, MT
		
Act as part of a team to work on the Strategic Prevention Framework-Partnership for Success Grant. Learn the Tri-Ethnic Community Readiness Assessment Tool to score the Community Readiness Assessment in the computer software, NVIVO. Complete a final report for each community to summarize findings from the data analysis. 
· Identify specific themes within interviews performed prior to qualitative analysis
· Work independently and meet timelines 
· Advise other team members in the data analysis process
· Coordinate meetings with team members 
· Write summary reports for communities based upon results of surveys


ASSISTANT TESTING COORDINATOR/ACADEMIC ASSISTANT 	January 2012-May 2015
										December 2015-December 2016
Disability Services for Students-University of Montana~ Missoula, MT			   
												 
Assisted with providing testing for students with disabilities at the University of Montana. Helped 
answer and address questions or concerns related to testing in our facility. Used computer software such as Word, Excel, and Outlook to assist with assigned duties. Served as a liaison between students and other DSS staff to assist with scheduling exams and coordinating meetings. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Planned and scheduled staff meetings 
· Promoted to Assistant Testing Coordinator and then to temporary Testing Coordinator 
· Oversaw and scheduled 400 plus exams for finals week 
· Coordinated and communicated with various professors to perform the planning process
· Explained the testing process to students and demonstrated how to fill out the correct paperwork
· Create a schedule for 20 plus employees during finals week, including scheduling exams and personnel at another campus site for the University of Montana 

Additional Experience
Graduate Assistant, Global Public Health, Dr. Peter Koehn………………………..University of Montana    
													     Spring 2016
Served as the graduate assistant for the Issues in Global Public Health course at the University of 
Montana. Created a budget workshop for the students to aid them with their final project. Hosted 
various study sessions outside the regular meeting time for the course. Performed grading of critical 
reviews and toolboxes; two projects that were assigned in the class. Answered emails and other 
questions from students in the class, in addition to having office hours. Helped facilitate discussions 
based on the assigned reading. Performed technical assistance as needed. 
____________________________________________________________________________
Professional Involvement 

CSTE Member……………………………………………………………..……………………………………2017-Present
												                
Student Speaker at 2017 Commencement Convocation and Excellence Award Recipient……………………………………………………………..……………………………….University of Montana      
												                May, 2017
Curriculum Committee Member for the MPH program……………………………..University of Montana      
												                2016-2017

President of the Public Health Student and Alumni Association…………………University of Montana
													2016-2017

Vice President of the Public Health Student and Alumni Association.............University of Montana
													  2015-2016

Knowledge Committee Member for the MPH program………………………………University of Montana    
													        2015-2016 

Repair the World Coalition Vice President/President………………………………..University of Montana    													       2013-2015


