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Executive Summary
Youth ages 13-24 have accounted for 60% of all STD and HIV cases in Arizona over the past five years and many new cases report MSM as a risk factor. Despite this growing trend, Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 15-716, also known as the “No Promo Homo” law, states, “No district shall include in its course of study instruction which promotes a homosexual life-style; portrays homosexuality as a positive alternative lifestyle; [or] suggests that some methods of sex are safe methods of homosexual sex.” Comprehensive, inclusive sex education in public schools would be an effective method of targeting prevention and treatment interventions and reducing stigma related to the LGBTQ community among youth and youth MSM. To do this, school districts must be allowed to offer all students, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity, access to comprehensive, inclusive sex education so that every student knows how to be safe and stay healthy.  

Background
According to the CDC, almost 66% of young people have had a sexual debut by the time they graduate high school. About 40% of sexually active youth engage in high risk sexual behaviors (i.e. no contraceptive, under the influence of drugs/alcohol, multiple partners), which increase the likelihood of negative/unwanted health effects such as an STD/HIV diagnosis, pregnancy, and infertility. Youth cases in Arizona have been increasing at an alarming rate despite public health efforts to provide sexual education, testing, and treatment to all populations. LGBTQ youth are at higher risk of negative health outcomes than their peers due to issues involving stigma, homophobia, and unhealthy sexual behaviors. 
Young adults spend at least 6 hours a day in school learning and developing social skills, yet a 2017 study conducted by the McClelland institute could only verify that 31% of public schools districts offered any form of sex education. Currently, comprehensive sex education curriculum is not required in Arizona public schools and inclusive sex education is restricted by state law. Arizona Revised Statute (ARS) 15-716 allows education on STDs and HIV, but prohibits school districts from including instruction that could be viewed as promoting a “homosexual lifestyle,” suggesting there are safe methods of “homosexual sex,” or portraying “homosexuality as a positive alternative lifestyle.” 

Scope of the Problem
STD/HIV diagnoses are becoming more common among youth aged 13-14. In Arizona, youth have accounted for 60% of STD and HIV cases over the past five years. The state reports an increase in 2016 cases when compared to 2014. Advocates for Youth reports LGBTQ youth are 3 times more likely to be at high risk for contracting HIV and STDs than their straight-identified peers. On the other side of this issue is the stigma and discrimination faced by LGBTQ youth. In a nationwide survey, 85% of LGBTQ students reported being verbally harassed and 19% reported being physically assaulted at school because of their sexual orientation. LGBTQ youth are 8 times more likely to attempt suicide.

Support 
Students who identify as LGBTQ+ are stigmatized by the lack of positive representation in sex education curriculum. Research by the Gay, Lesbian, & Straight Education Network indicates states that enforce “No Promo Homo” laws are less likely to:
· Employ teachers and administrators who are supportive of LGBTQ students
· Address LGBTQ people and topics in their curriculum overall
· Offer supportive resources including student clubs such as GSAs, comprehensive anti-bullying policies, LGBTQ-inclusive library resources, and the ability to access LGBTQ-related internet content
· Have LGBTQ-inclusive school health services 
These same states, however, are more likely to include negative LGBTQ representations in overall curriculum.
With the steady increase of infection cases, comprehensive sex education and continued testing and treatment needs to be granted to all populations. Proper access to education, care, and treatment could save the State of Arizona an estimated $2,758,424 in direct and indirect medical costs in 2016. If changes aren’t made, it is likely HIV and STD cases will continue to rise among the youth population, LGTBQ students will continue to face discrimination, and the State of Arizona will expend millions of dollars treating preventable infections. 

Policy Options 

Option 1: (ARS) 15-716 remains as is.
Although schools have the ability to include homosexual sex/lifestyle in their curriculum, they are finding it difficult to do so without “promoting” it. Often school district lawyers will advise the districts to treat homosexual sex topics as taboo, not addressing them at all. This is harmful for all students, not just those who identify as LGBTQ. Without change, HIV and STD rates will continue to climb, LGBTQ stigma will be reinforced, and preventable infections with cost the State of Arizona millions of dollars.

Option 2: Mandate that positive portrayals of all sexual orientations and safe sex practices for homosexual sex are addressed in sex education curriculum in all public schools.
This option is ideal, however, it’s more difficult to address in Arizona’s current political climate. Such a policy would receive criticism throughout the legislative session and also from parents in the school districts. HEY AZ provides a first step in getting to a place where such a policy option can be proposed that perhaps leads to a middle ground. 

Call to Action 
HEY AZ calls to remove the harmful language of ARS 15-716 that prohibits promoting homosexuality. Additionally, it allows local health departments to provide comprehensive sex education resources to common, high, and unified public school districts. 
The proposed amendment to ARS 15-716, will improve quality of life for all Arizonans and lower rates of STD/HIV transmission in school-aged individuals. Additionally, the stigma surrounding the LGBTQ community lessen due to schools’ abilities to provide comprehensive sexual education to all students regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Addressing the needs of all students in a way that is factual and presented without shame or judgment will be critical to effectively lessening the burden of STDs and HIV in Arizona. 
Changes to this policy would be beneficial in the following ways:
· Reduce rates of HIV/STD transmission in school-aged individuals (13-24)
· Reduce stigma around school aged individuals who identify as homosexual (or anything that is not straight, cis-gendered) 
· Allow students to be more comfortable with their sexuality and find allies in their peers and educators regardless of sexual preference or gender identity
· Reduce depression/suicide rates in school aged children, especially those who identify as LGBTQ 
· Provide more comprehensive sexual health education to individuals across the state
· Build a partnerships between school districts and local health departments





