Journal Club Facilitator’s Guide

Article Introduction (10± minutes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Note for facilitator: All participants should read the article as part of the pre-work.  Invite one participant to provide a high-level summary of the article.  If the meeting is being held virtually prepare electronic materials, i.e. PowerPoint slides ahead of time and ask all participants to use their cameras and mute themselves when not speaking.

Questions for Discussion
· What type of article is being reviewed, i.e. original research, practice-based project, literature review, case study, etc.
· What is the purpose of the study/project/review in the article?

Analyzing the Article (40± minutes)
Note for facilitator: The goal is to guide participants through a process of analyzing the purpose, structure, and direction of the article.  Choose 3 – 4 relevant questions for the discussion and display these on the meeting slides.  Encourage participants to pose additional questions during the discussion as time allows.

Questions for Discussion:
[Potential questions for research articles]
· Are all of the results obtained consistent with the hypothesis being tested? Are there any major outliers in the data?
· Is the analytical approach used appropriate for this type of study?
· How generalizable are results?

[Potential questions for all article types]
· What is the position of the author concerning the topic of the article?
· How would you discuss the findings with other public health practitioners?  With the community?
· What sort of evidence would make the authors' case stronger? What sort of evidence would argue against the authors?
· Do all of the author’s conclusions make sense based on the results?
· Has this article supported the generally accepted thinking on this topic, or has it refuted it?
· How has this article furthered innovative thinking?

Case Study Wrap Up (10± minutes)
Note for facilitator: Wrap up the discussion and take care of any additional business of the learning community.

Questions for Wrap Up:
· What went well in the meeting?
· How well was the article received?
· What could be done differently for future meetings?  
