[bookmark: _GoBack]To [patient name],
This letter is to inform current and recent patients that we have recently treated a patient with Legionnaires' disease (LD) with exposure to [facility name]. Since this patient spent [number] of days in our facility prior to the onset of symptoms, we are responding with an abundance of caution.  [facility name] is cooperating with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and the [County] County Health Department regarding this matter.
[Response actions, edit as applicable] We will be installing water filters on faucets and showers throughout our facility over the next couple of weeks.  Additionally, we have installed supplemental water treatment systems to reduce the growth and spread of Legionella in various hot water systems throughout our facility. 
Individuals at a higher risk of getting sick include the following: people over age 50, current or former smokers, people with chronic lung disease, people with weakened immune systems from diseases, such as cancer, diabetes or liver or kidney failure, and/or people who take immunosuppressant drugs.  LD is very similar to other types of pneumonia (lung infection), with symptoms that include: cough, shortness of breath, fever, muscle aches, and headaches. LD can also be associated with other symptoms such as diarrhea, nausea, and confusion. Symptoms usually begin 2 to 10 days after being exposed to the bacteria, but it can take longer so people should watch for symptoms for about 2 weeks after exposure.
If you develop symptoms listed above, please see your doctor right away and ask if you should have testing for LD. Testing is recommended to be done on urine and sputum (phlegm) specimens. Legionnaires’ disease requires treatment with antibiotics (medicines that kill bacteria in the body), and most cases of this illness can be treated successfully. If your physician diagnoses you with LD, they are required to notify the Health Department.   
If you’d like more information about this, please contact [contact information]
Sincerely,

