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Dear Facility Administrator:

Thank you for your cooperation in our investigation of a case of Legionnaires’ disease (LD) in a resident of your facility. We are providing this letter to you for your information only. 
As you may know, LD is a form of pneumonia caused by bacteria of the Legionella species. Typically, exposure to Legionella occurs through exposure to airborne water droplets.  Although anyone can acquire Legionella, immunocompromised people are at greater risk for contracting the illness. The incubation period between exposure to Legionella and when symptoms develop is generally 2 to 14 days. 

Legionella bacteria are common in the environment and can persist unless proper steps are taken to remove it. While there are currently no legal restrictions or actions required for this specific situation, we are informing you to ensure that you have updated information, to help you minimize the risk of Legionella contamination in your buildings’ water systems. 
You may wish to review your water maintenance procedures to help minimize future risk. The American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers has developed Guideline 12-2000 “Minimizing the Risk of Legionellosis Associated with Building Water Systems”. This document is available at www.ashrae.org. Additional information regarding water system maintenance is available through the Centers for Disease Control at https://www.cdc.gov/legionella/water-system-maintenance.html.
 
LD should be considered as a possible cause of illness among residents and staff who have signs and symptoms consistent with LD. Persons suspected of having pneumonia or who have fever with cough or other symptoms suggestive of pneumonia should be evaluated by a clinician. If LD is a possible cause of the illness, the following should be performed:
· Chest radiograph to look for evidence of pneumonia
· Diagnostic laboratory tests, including but not limited to the following:
· Legionella urinary antigen testing
· Culture of sputum/respiratory secretions if specimens can be obtained (Note: clinicians must specifically request Legionella cultures. Routine respiratory cultures will NOT detect Legionella and are not sufficient)
· Serologic testing – Acute serum needs to be collected at the time of illness and convalescent serum should be collected approximately three weeks after the acute serum collection date
· Antibiotics prophylaxis is not a recommendation for control of Legionellosis outbreaks.
· Please report all possible cases of LD immediately to DOH-Orange 407-858-1420.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,




Michelle M Persaud, MPH
Epidemiologist II
Florida Department of Health in Orange County
407-723-5047
Michelle.Persaud@FLHealth.gov 
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