12/10/2018_V1

Draft APPENDIX: Travel-Associated Case Definition

Cases of legionellosis may be associated with travel on a cruise ship or staying overnight in a hotel or other commercial accommodation. Like other travel-related infectious diseases, the identification of any given outbreak is hindered by the difficulties inherent in detecting clusters of infections among persons who have recently dispersed from a point source and returned to their home states. Outbreaks can occur in many settings, but are often reported in association with travel exposures.

Timely reporting of travel-associated cases with complete travel information aids early identification and control of sources of infection.

During an outbreak these definitions may be modified.

Public health response to cases, including defining an outbreak or decisions regarding an environmental investigation, will be based on the local or state jurisdiction’s assessment of the Legionella exposure risk at the identified accommodation(s) and evidence of epidemiologic links.

Standardized reporting definitions[endnoteRef:1] for travel-associated legionellosis: [1:  These definitions apply to both confirmed and suspected cases.
] 



A case in a patient with legionellosis who has a history of spending at least one night away from home (excluding healthcare settings) in the fourteen days before onset of illness.


The following goals for timely reporting of legionellosis cases are recommended:


· Within 7 days of the notification of a legionellosis case, the investigating health department will ascertain whether the case-patient spent at least one night away from home in the 14 days before onset of illness.
· If a history of travel is present in the 14 days before onset of illness, the state health department will, within 7 days of the initial notification, report the travel accommodation details (city, state, and address) and dates of travel to CDC.
· If there is no history of travel in the 14 days before onset of illness, the state health department will send complete legionellosis case information to CDC following case closeout.
· If there are epidemiologically linked travel-associated legionellosis cases, CDC will notify within one day and work with state health departments to investigate further.


