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Thank you for your interest in electronic data exchange with the Oregon Electronic Laboratory Reporting (ELR) project. Getting timely and accurate information on reportable conditions is critical for Public Health disease surveillance and improving population health. In Oregon, licensed laboratories are required to report all test results indicative of and specific for the diseases, infections, microorganisms, and conditions specified by statute. Oregon ELR encourages the least burdensome method for laboratories to submit data, and mandates ELR for laboratories sending an average of more than 30 records per month to the Oregon Public Health Division (OPHD) using the Health Level Seven (HL7) standard. For details, please review Oregon Administrative Rules (OARs), Divisions 18 (Disease Reporting) and 26 (Enforcement of Public Health Rules).
Participating in ELR allows incoming laboratory data to be translated, processed, and routed to appropriate public health recipients (Local Health Departments and State Programs) for swift public health action. Standardized HL7 messaging is the preferred format for ELR in Oregon, and to meet Federal Meaningful Use requirements, HL7 version 2.5.1 is the only acceptable message format for ELR. Even though HL7 is the preferred method of data submission, we understand that not every facility has the capability to submit data structured in this way. Therefore, we are providing an alternate method for data submission for certain facilities.
[bookmark: _Toc451856768]Scope of This Document
This guide is designed for use by analysts and developers who are unable to send HL7 messages but would like to switch to an electronic data exchange method in lieu of faxing reportable conditions. Sending data in the method outlined in this document is not appropriate for large volume laboratories, and is not acceptable to meet federal Meaningful Use (MU) requirements. Further, information on message transport is not included in this document. At this time, Oregon ELR accepts messages via secure file transfer protocol (SFTP) or the Public Health Informatics Network Messaging System (PHIN-MS). Questions regarding transport should be addressed to elr.project@state.or.us.
[bookmark: _Toc451856769]File Format – Comma Separated Values (CSV)
The table below describes the data elements expected for sending CSV laboratory reports. The first column in the table (seq) refers to the field order, the second (use) describes whether the field is required (R) or optional (O), the third (name) describes the name of the field, and the last column (guidance) provides instructions for how to populate that field. 
	Seq 
	Use
	Name
	Guidance

	1
	O
	Sending Application
	Name of the application used to generate the record. If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing.

	2
	O
	Facility Name
	Name of the sending facility. If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing.

	3
	O
	Facility CLIA
	CLIA number for the sending facility. If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	4
	O
	Facility Street Address
	Number, direction, and street name. If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	5
	O
	Facility City
	If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	6
	O
	Facility State
	If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	7
	O
	Facility Zip
	If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	8
	O
	Facility Phone
	If not provided in the file, this must be provided to the ELR Coordinator prior to testing. 

	9
	R
	Date/Time of Message
	Date of message creation formatted as YYYYMMDD

	10
	R
	Patient Identifier
	Patient identifiers may include: medical record number, social security, account number, etc.

	11
	R
	Patient First Name
	

	12
	R
	Patient Last Name
	

	13
	R
	Patient Date of Birth
	Formatted as YYYYMMDD 

	14
	R
	Patient Sex
	Female (F), Male (M), Other (O), or Unknown (U)

	15
	O
	Race
	American Indian/Alaska Native (AI), Asian (A), Black (B), Hawaiian/Pacific Islander (PI), White (W), Other (O), or Unknown (U)

	16
	O
	Ethnicity
	Hispanic (H), not-Hispanic (N), or Unknown (U)

	17
	O
	Language
	Preferred language

	18
	R
	Patient Street Address
	Should include house number, direction, and street name

	19
	R
	Patient City
	

	20
	R
	Patient State
	We should only be receiving Oregon residents

	21
	R
	Patient Zip
	Five digits

	22
	R
	Patient County
	

	23
	O
	Patient Phone Number
	

	24
	O
	OK to Contact Patient
	Yes (Y) or No (N)

	25
	O
	Insurance
	Name of insurer

	26
	O
	Expedited Partner Therapy Received
	Did the patient receive EPT? Yes (Y) or No (N)

	27
	R
	Provider First Name
	

	28
	R
	Provider Last Name
	

	29
	R
	Provider Phone Number
	

	30
	R
	Specimen ID
	Unique identifier for the specimen 

	31
	R
	Collection Date
	Specimen collection date formatted as YYYYMMDD

	32
	R
	Specimen Type
	E.g., blood, tissue, body fluid

	33
	O
	Specimen Site
	E.g., capillary, lung, knee

	34
	R
	Test Name
	

	35
	R
	Result
	

	36
	O
	Notes
	


[bookmark: _Toc451856770]Concluding Remarks
This document was developed as an Oregon specific non HL7 Implementation Guide. This guide represents the minimum expectation for message construction and submission to Oregon ELR for facilities that are not able to send standardized messages. Modifications to this specification may be approved on a case by case basis. For more information about Oregon ELR statutes, data quality assurance, and current reportable conditions visit https://public.health.oregon.gov/DiseasesConditions/CommunicableDisease/ReportingCommunicableDisease/ElectronicLabReporting/Pages/index.aspx
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