Dear CELR team lead,

On Monday, jurisdictions received information on APHL’s efforts to streamline COVID-19 ELR data delivery through the AIMS hub.  To ensure that we can continue on our current path and help us assess general readiness, we need your jurisdiction to complete two action items by COB Friday August 14th.
 
1. Test the attached ELR messages: Route this maximally populated HHS enhanced ELR message through your test data flow to verify that it successfully processes into your surveillance system.  This exercise will help us determine if ANY of the non-traditional ELR data will cause your system to stop processing the message. Note: This does not mean that the system has to consume/use these data elements, just that your system will process the message and not reject it wholesale.

2. Complete the PHA Feedback - HHS Data Elements Form: This simple form allows you to identify those HHS elements that cause a message processing issue. If there are no issues, please make a note in the comment field to indicate the ability to successfully process the messages. 

Why this is important:
Some of the first organizations AIMS will route ELR from are data aggregators such as eTrueNorth, many of whom use a flat file format to report across most if not all the 55 jurisdictions connected to AIMS. 
To help reduce data quality/completeness issues and to reduce the time jurisdictions spend massaging these data to fit in your data feed, APHL developed a National Flatfile to HL7 Generator tool. 
This generator tool, deployed on the data producer side, allows facilities to create HL7 V2.5.1 ELR R1 messages that are compliant with the added HHS guidance and send them to you as batch files using the InterPartner filename convention.  
However, this also means that we must confirm with all 55 AIMS partners that we will not break your ELR processing ahead of turning on the data aggregators feed because the tool is designed to create one batch file that will be routed to AIMS, where the determination of the reportable jurisdiction is made.  Since it is theoretically possible that any of the 55 jurisdictions connected to AIMS could be a recipient of these data, we ask that you please comply with our request to run the ELR test messages and complete the PHA Feedback form as soon as possible, but no later than COB Friday, August 14, 2020.  If your system cannot accept batches, please leave a note in the comment section of the PHA Feedback form or submit an AIMS help desk ticket.

As a reminder, we will devote the CELR open jurisdiction call at 4pm ET tomorrow to the Centralized ELR initiative.  Meeting details follow:

Conference Line Details: 
Topic: COVID-19 ELR Open Call 
Thursdays: 4:00 pm - 5:00 pm EST

Join Zoom Meeting: https://aphl.zoom.us/j/96424421500  
Meeting ID: 964 2442 1500 
Dial: 646-876-9923

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you all for your partnership, patience and cooperation as we coordinate our efforts.

