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NE Region Cross-Jurisdictional Data Sharing Guide During Special Events, Outbreaks, or Disaster Situations

[bookmark: _GoBack]During special events, outbreaks, or disaster situations there may be a need for enhanced cross-border syndromic surveillance using available tools like NSSP BioSurveillance ESSENCE dashboards. These types of acute events can occur near or on state borders. Bordering states should work together to ensure all information available is provided to inform the situation. 
This guide provides best practices for data sharing between two or more bordering states during these types of events. The goal for this guide is to advocate best practices but be detailed, simple, and flexible. 
Acute events include but are not limited to:
· Special events
· Mass gatherings
· Sporting events
· Political events
· Marathons
· Outbreaks
· Enteric outbreaks
· Hepatitis A
· Measles
· Disasters
· Hurricanes
· Fires
· Mass Casualties

Recommendations
When a situation is identified that warrants sharing syndromic surveillance data with a bordering state, the following should be considered:
1) Who should be involved?
a. Think about who should be part of the conversation. Every situation is different and unique. 
b. Roles to consider: Syndromic Surveillance Coordinator, Epidemiologists (Subject Matter Experts), Emergency Preparedness, Privacy Information Officers, Leadership, Communications Office, etc. 
2) What should “data sharing” look like in this situation?
a. Identify what data sharing is and what you will do. There are multiple levels of data sharing. The type of data sharing you can do may depend on your state rules around data sharing as well as the type of syndromic surveillance system the state is using. 
b. Are you going to: 
· Share line list data on ESSENCE through the AMC? 
· Are you going to provide access to data through the AMC to each respective border state involved in this situation? 
· Will it be patient level? Hospital level? Etc. 
· Conduct your own analysis and share graphs/numbers/etc. daily? 
· Will it be aggregate? 
· Will it be patient-level?
· Will you share via an email daily? A standardized report you agreed on prior to beginning enhanced surveillance?

3) What are you going to share and/or analyze? 
a. Identify what the goal is for the enhanced surveillance. Is it to identify new cases? This may be true for outbreak-type situations. Or is it to see trends for specific syndromes? This may be more relevant for special events or disasters.
· Are you going to create a shared dashboard in ESSENCE that both states monitor?
· Are you going to look at a specific geographic location?
· Maybe just the counties or town affected? Maybe the whole state?
· What syndromes are important for the situation?
· What are you looking for?

4) How long are you going to share the data?
a. Depending on the situation this may be unknown, like for example for an outbreak or disaster. If it’s a special event a time frame may be very defined, for example 1 day before event and 2 or 3 days after the event.

Data Use Agreements 
1) A Data Use Agreement Template is attached to be customized by the parties interested in the temporary data sharing, which is often required by the jurisdictions. 
2) Refer to the Leadership Toolkit to receive permissions for your states to do this type of data sharing for acute event surveillance.


