Georgia COVID-19 Outbreak Definitions

It is critical that public health be able to respond, document, and report outbreaks of COVID-19.  To document and report uniformly across Georgia, please follow these guidelines.

OMS Variables to Complete 

Enter all reported outbreak investigations into OMS within 24 hours of report. We understand this is a lot of administrative work that you might not have time for.  If you would like state staff to assist with either entering or updating outbreaks, please contact Hope Dishman.  Priority variables in OMS:

· Date of Report
· Lead Investigative Organization
· Date of 1st illness onset
· Facility Name
· Setting
· Facility County
· Facility District
· Total Ill (includes residents AND staff)
· Total Lab Confirmed (includes residents AND staff)
· Total hospitalized (includes residents AND staff)
· Total died (includes residents AND staff)
· Number lab confirmed (includes residents AND staff)
· Confirmed Georgia Outbreak (Yes/No): blank (this will be updated based on definitions below)
· Lab Confirmed (Yes/No): mark Yes if there is at least 1 case who tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 via a viral test, leave blank if pending
· Etiology: COVID-19
· Comments: Add PUI/SPOC/CRF IDs you have and any notes you’d like to include
· If the district completes an initial assessment of LTCF infection control, notes infection control gaps in OMS comments section.

Confirmed Outbreak Definitions 

Generally, a confirmed COVID-19 outbreak includes at least 2 people with COVID-19 (at least 1 positive via viral test and can also include probable cases) within 14 days of each other in the same setting, however there are some exceptions to the rule.  Here are our definitions for confirmed COVID-19 outbreak investigations in specific settings: 

· Long-term care facility: COVID-19* in one resident who had not left the facility for any reason during the 14 days prior to illness onset (or specimen collection date if onset is not known) OR COVID-19 in two or more residents or staff members with onsets/collection dates within 14 days of each other, including at least 1 with a positive COVID-19 viral test result 
· Jail/Prison: COVID-19* in one inmate who had not left the facility during the 14 days prior to illness onset (or specimen collection date if onset is not known) OR COVID-19 in two or more inmates or staff members (at least 1 must have a positive viral test result and others may include probable cases) with onsets/collection dates within 14 days of each other
· K-12 School: COVID-19* in 3 or more students or staff (at least 1 positive via viral test; others may be epidemiologically linked with compatible symptoms) with symptom onset/specimen collection dates within a 14-day period who do not share a household and are epidemiologically linked in the school setting or school-sanctioned extracurricular activity
· Daycare: COVID-19* in two or more people (students or staff) with symptom onset/collection dates within a 14-day period who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting during standard case investigation or contact tracing
· Day Camp (K-12 aged children): COVID-19* in three or more people (students or staff) with symptom onset/collection dates within a 14-day period who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting during standard case investigation or contact tracing
· Camp (Overnight): COVID-19* in two or more people (campers or staff) with symptom onset/collection dates within a 14-day period who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and were not identified as close contacts of each other in another setting during standard case investigation or contact tracing
· Hospital:  2 or more cases of COVID-19* in a patient 7 or more days after admission for a non-COVID condition, with epi-linkage; OR 2 or more cases of COVID-19* in Healthcare Provider (HCP) with epi-linkage; OR identification of 1 patient and 1 HCP with epi-linkage.  Epi-linkage typically means the same unit or ward or in the case of 2 patients, overlap in known HCP contacts within 14 days.   
· Other congregate residential setting (i.e. shelter): Two or more people with COVID-19 symptoms within 14 days, including at least 1 with a positive COVID-19 viral test result
· Poultry-Processing plants/Food Manufacturing Plants: Two or more employees with documented close contact (ex. work in same department), do not share a household, and are not listed as a close contact of each other outside of the workplace during standard case investigation or contact tracing with COVID-19 symptoms within 14 days, including at least 1 with a positive COVID-19 viral test result
· Farms: 
· If those involved are seasonal/migrant farmworkers: two or more employees with COVID-19* and documented close contact (ex. Housed in the same barrack, in the same work crew). Due to the complicated nature of housing, social situations, and transportation for seasonal/migrant farmworkers, we are not excluding “household” members or close contacts after hours as housing and socialization for these workers is directly related to work. 
· If those involved are not seasonal farmworkers: two or more employees with COVID-19* and close contact at work who do not share a household and are not listed as a close contact of each other outside of the workplace during standard case investigation or contact tracing,
· Groceries/Pharmacies or other critical infrastructure:  Two or more COVID-19 cases* among workers at a facility with onset within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and are not listed as a close contact of each other outside of the workplace during standard case investigation or contact tracing
· All other workplace settings: Two or more COVID-19 cases* among workers at a facility with onset within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and are not listed as a close contact of each other outside of the workplace during standard case investigation or contact tracing.
· All other non-workplace settings: Two or more COVID-19 cases* among individuals at a common location with symptom onset dates within a 14-day period, who are epidemiologically linked and do not share a household. These cases may or may not be reported as contacts during contact tracing

*COVID-19 cases: people who tested positive for SARS-CoV-2 via a viral test. Viral tests can be performed in a laboratory, at a testing site, at home, or anywhere else. Two types of viral tests are used: nucleic acid amplification tests (NAATs) and antigen tests.

OMS Variables to Update

Please update case counts as you receive them.  State staff want to be sure the data we’re sharing with the commissioner and Governor are accurate because we know any inaccuracies will come back to you all in our districts. Update the following variables in existing OMS reports within 24 of receipt.  Again, if you would like state staff to assist with updating outbreaks, please contact Hope Dishman.  

· Setting
· District of Exposure
· Total Ill (includes residents AND staff)
· Total Lab Confirmed (includes residents AND staff)
· Total hospitalized (includes residents AND staff)
· Total died (includes residents AND staff)

When is an outbreak over?

Generally, if no other cases occur among close contacts of the last case within 28 days (2 incubation periods), the outbreak investigation is over.  However, certain residential settings, such as long-term care facilities or jails are different as strict isolation of cases and contacts is not usually possible.  Here are definitions for when an outbreak is over by setting:

· Long-term care facility: No new COVID-19 diagnoses among residents or staff for 14 days beginning the most recent date of symptom onset or specimen collection date if onset is unknown IF facility is following testing guidance per DPH Administrative Order (AO) starting on pg. 13. If the facility is not following testing guidance per the AO, the facility will remain in outbreak status until 28 days have passed from most recent symptom onset or specimen collection date if onset is unknown. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis or tests positive for COVID-19, then clock starts over. (Per Administrative Order: https://dph.georgia.gov/document/administrative-order/long-term-care-facility-administrative-order-updated-10082020/download)
· Jail/Prison: No new onsets of compatible illness among inmates or staff for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known exposure to a case. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· School/Daycare/Day Camp:  No new onsets of compatible illness among students or staff who are close contacts of confirmed or probable cases in the outbreak for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known school exposure of a case. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· Camp (Overnight): No new onsets of compatible illness among campers or staff for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known exposure to a case. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· Hospital: No new onsets of compatible illness among in-patients who did not present with COVID-19 symptoms on admission for 28 days beginning after the last outbreak associated case is cleared from isolation based precautions (non-test-based strategy [10 days from symptom onset] or test-based strategy [negative test results from 2 swabs collected 24 hours apart]). 
· Other congregate residential setting (i.e. shelter): No new onsets of compatible illness among residents or staff for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known exposure to a case. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· Poultry-Processing plants: No new onsets of compatible illness among employees with documented close contact (ex. work in same department) for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known exposure to a case. If anyone presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· Groceries/Pharmacies or other critical infrastructure: No new onsets of compatible illness among employees for 28 days (2 incubation periods) beginning the day of the last known exposure to a case. If an employee presents with compatible illness that is not explained by an alternate diagnosis, then clock starts over.
· All other settings: No close contacts with compatible symptom onset within 28 days of the last known exposure with a case.
