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Chairs: Scott Troppy, MPH, PMP, CIC 1 and Ricardo Contreras, MPH, MA, GIS Certified 2

Background

The GIS and Spatial Analysis Workgroup (GIS SAW) at the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) has been convened to develop and/or promote the use of appropriate methods behind spatial analysis applicable to the field of public health epidemiology and data informatics.  It is hoped that cataloguing these spatial analysis methods will help group members choose appropriate spatial analyses when needed. 
Purpose

We will act as a resource and advisor for colleagues around the USA working on spatial analyses and provide detailed tutorials and “cookbook” style instructions to reproduce a variety of routine GIS spatial analyses using different software applications. The recent work of participants will be highlighted and the combined expertise of the group membership will help participants carry out their own spatial analyses. 
Objectives

1. Promote GIS-centric discussions among work group members during monthly webinars.
2. Catalog existing spatial analytical capacity and perform a needs assessment with the group membership once a year.
3. Develop an intermediate to advanced set of spatial analysis cookbook recipes in response to work group member needs.
4. Develop a set of advisory documents/FAQs to address common issues and roadblocks to spatial analyses in the context of public health.
5. Host expert speakers from different research, government and academic backgrounds to present GIS work related to epidemiology / public health.

Schedule: Monthly conference calls, and webinar speakers will be scheduled.  All interested parties will be invited to participate via email messages and by posting in the Spatial Analysis Work Group Base Camp.
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