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A few details about the course
The webinar will be recorded and made available online to the CSTE 
membership.

A PDF of the slides can be made available following the session.

Contact Maria Patselikos at mpatselikos@cste.org for more information 
or if you have questions.
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Learning Objectives

1. Define grey literature and list three traditional examples
List an example of a non-traditional source for grey 

literature

2. Identify resources to search for grey literature 

3. Describe how grey literature informs epidemiologists’ 
information needs
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Grey Literature Definition

https://www.greylit.org/about

1999: “That which is produced on all levels of government, academics, 

business and industry in print and electronic formats, but which is not 

controlled by commercial publishers.” 

Prague 2010: "Grey literature stands for manifold document types 

produced on all levels of government, academics, business and industry 

in print and electronic formats that are protected by intellectual property 

rights, of sufficient quality to be collected and preserved by library 

holdings or institutional repositories, but not controlled by commercial 

publishers i.e., where publishing is not the primary activity of the 

producing body.“ 

https://www.greylit.org/about


Qualities of Grey Literature 

Based on definition
• Recorded

• Referable

• Sustainable

• Data or Information resources

• Value

• Publicly available

• Without a traditional peer 
review process

Other characteristics

• Difficult to find

• Must be evaluated

• Quickly available especially 
online

• Variable formats (flexible)
• Detailed
• No commercial source
• Limited distribution (in most 

cases) 

”grey literature is any recorded, referable and sustainable data or information resource of current or future 
value, made publicly available without a traditional peer-review process”



Types of Grey Literature

Non-traditional

• Blogs

• Emails

• Phone calls

• Text messages

• Toolkits

• PowerPoint Presentations

• Tweets

• And more

Traditional

• Conference Proceedings, including 
abstracts, papers, posters

• Preprints

• Theses/Dissertations

• Clinical trial registries

• Patent databases

• Institutional repositories

• Government document

• Agency and government reports

• White papers

• Policies & procedures

• Guidelines

• Data sets

• Unpublished clinical data



Why use or search for grey literature?

More data to include 
and consider in meta-

analyses

Newer information is 
made available more 
quickly, like during a 

public health emergency 

May be more current 
than the latest 

published research

Often has no or little 
cost

When writing  
systematic reviews

Implementing a new 
program to address 
some public health 

needs 

Grey literature in grant 
proposals

Finding collaborators

Tracking new trends in 
research

Grey literature when 
dealing with an 

outbreak 

May be the only source 
for specific local 

inforrmation 



Some Grey 
Literature Sources

Dissertation and Theses Databases 

Web of Science for conference proceedings

ProQuest

Institutional Repositories

Government websites

Non-profit websites

Google Scholar



Chronic Illness and Disease Burden

Advanced Search Commands to use with Google

Using Google to your Advantage with Advanced Search

For best results: 

1. Sign into Google and remove 
your web history

2. Browser Extensions

3. Delete cookies and tracking 
history

4. Disable JavaScript

5. Use a private/incognito 
browser mode 



Google Advanced Search Commands

• Build the search string

• Decide to what to include, exclude; a site, source, or term

• Add a statement to exclude all PubMed citations 
• -site:https://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

• For a more complete listing of advanced search commands there is no specific Help 
page in Google but this link has some of the main ones.

Google Search Operators: The Complete List (42 Advanced Operators)

• https://ahrefs.com/blog/google-advanced-search-operators/

https://ahrefs.com/blog/google-advanced-search-operators/


Google Custom Search Engines

Ontario Public Health Libraries Association

• http://www.ophla.ca/customsearchusstates.htm
• Search Engine to search all US State .gov websites

Harvard Kennedy School Library and Knowledge Services, Think Tank 
Research

• https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/think_tank_search

http://www.ophla.ca/customsearchusstates.htm
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/think_tank_search


Search Engines – Not the Usual Suspects

https://www.duckduckgo.comhttps://www.dogpile.comhttps://search.carrot2.org

https://www.duckduckgo.com/
https://www.dogpile.com/
https://search.carrot2.org/


Using News Alerts

• Google News Alerts – to alert of news

• The more you read and select certain articles the more the search 
engine will add similar articles to your list. 

• Useful when news media announces a new finding that is yet to be 
published. 

• Report of a preprint in this article 
:https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2020/3/31/coronavirus-
intermittent-distancing-study/

Came up in my newsfeed automatically as my feed has ‘learned’ I focus 
on this topic. 

https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2020/3/31/coronavirus-intermittent-distancing-study/


Covid-19 Resources

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/research/coronavirus/https://connect.medrxiv.org/relate/content/181

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/research/coronavirus/
https://connect.medrxiv.org/relate/content/181


HIV/AIDS 
Government 
Documents
Find US-focused government 
reports and guidelines 
covering AIDS/HIV

Strategy: 

Search for resources using: 
Google Custom Search 
Engine by 

Ontario Public 
Health Libraries Association

Search term: HIV/AIDS



The Disease 
Burden of Chronic 
Illness

• Use Google’s Advanced Search Commands:

• Terms: “chronic illness” , “disease 
burden”

• Exclude: site: https://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov

• https://www.healthaffairs.org

Resulting: search string

"chronic illness" and "disease burden" -
site:https://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov –
site:https://www.healthaffairs.org

https://ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/


Additional 
Webpages 
and 
Resources

PDF with links of Public Health Grey Literature Sources
http://www.ophla.ca/pdf/Public%20Health%20Grey%20Literature
%20Sources.pdf

Health Systems Evidence; 
https://www.healthsystemsevidence.org/

The Grey Literature Report; 1999-2016, http://greylit.org/

World of Science; https://worldwidescience.org/

Opengrey.eu; http://www.opengrey.eu/

Health Economics Information Resources: A Self-Study Course, 
Module 1, Part 2: Key Information Sources 
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/edu/healthecon/01_he_12.html

PH Partners; https://phpartners.org

http://www.ophla.ca/pdf/Public Health Grey Literature Sources.pdf
https://www.healthsystemsevidence.org/
http://greylit.org/
https://worldwidescience.org/
http://www.opengrey.eu/
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/nichsr/edu/healthecon/01_he_12.html
https://phpartners.org/
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mailto:cecilia.vernes@umassmed.edu
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__news.nnlm.gov_nphco_&d=DwMFAg&c=lDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V-fVahWL0QWnGCCAfCDz1Bns_w&r=0kNvUI5WZ2H8PRGxnZUuO9GE9SFzeu-S4GSXR9qsZaM&m=ndB2O7DN4bfPy5OWql5eWHLZdvmwGAWuCKXO-FlYKBA&s=wNfG3gKTkfxBl-z6NghLtzTHDtTEyC7M69v-EHeAIK4&e=


Video Tutorials recommended:

• Part 1: Grey Literature Strategies, by Alissa Link, formerly of BU 
Alumni Medical Library; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0G9wJ1D7uo

• Part 2: Additional Grey Literature Sources; by Alissa Link, formerly of 
BU Alumni Medical Library, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0G9wJ1D7uo

• Note: One of the sources demonstrated in part 2,POPLINE was retired 
and is no longer available. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0G9wJ1D7uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y0G9wJ1D7uo


What questions do you have?
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