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CSTE Executive Board Meeting, February 2016
Steering Committee Chair: Kristy Bradley, DVM, MPH
CSTE Staff: Dhara Shah, MPH, Nicole Bryan, MPH, Monica Schroeder, MPH, Brooke Beaulieu, MPH
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Food Safety – Kirk Smith (MN), Dhara Shah
· CSTE is providing small sub-grants to state, territorial and large local health departments to conduct CIFOR Guidelines and Toolkit implementation trainings in spring 2016.
· The next CIFOR Council meeting will take place on March 22-24, 2016 in San Diego, CA. This meeting marks the 10 year anniversary for the CIFOR Council. A new strategic plan will be adopted and 4 new ‘development teams’ will kick-off new activities/projects.  
· In addition to hosting twice yearly CIFOR Council meetings, CSTE continues to manage and support several CIFOR projects and initiatives such as development and implementation of a new CIFOR strategic plan, development and implementation of a CIFOR app, and an evaluation of the CIFOR Guidelines and Toolkit implementation trainings.  
· The Food Safety subcommittee continues a webinar series on topics of relevance to foodborne disease epidemiologists, including upcoming webinars on the use of CIDTs and whole genome sequencing for foodborne disease surveillance, informational tracebacks, and lessons learned from select multijurisdictional outbreaks.
· The Food Safety subcommittee plans on conducting a national food safety epidemiology capacity assessment in late spring 2016, as a follow-up to the 2010 assessment. 
· 3 new position statements are being updated to include CIDT testing criteria for Salmonella, Shigella and Vibrio.
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Healthcare Associated Infections – Marion Kainer (TN), Nicole Bryan 
· The Council for HAI Outbreak Prevention and Response, a multidisciplinary group formed to improve practices, policies, and processes at the local, state, and federal levels for detection, investigation, control, and prevention of outbreaks of HAIs held an in-person strategic planning meeting on December 17-18, 2015.  A strategic map, mission, and vision of the Council have been developed.
· The assessment of resources and capacity of state HAI programs regarding infection prevention and drug diversion is currently being analyzed and results will be used to understand program needs and interests, identify gaps, and work with partners to address them.
· The HAI Standards Committee is currently developing three position statements for the 2016 Annual Conference. 1) Inpatient SSI surveillance and reporting of HPRO, KPRO, and CABG; 2) Bi-directional interfacility communication (update to PS 13-ID-09); and 3) CAUTI surveillance under NHSN.
· The final version of the HAI Data Analysis and Presentation Standardization toolkit was launched in November and is available on the CSTE website.  The toolkit provides best practices for state health departments to report HAI data to healthcare facilities and the public.
· The Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance Taskforce has been reinvigorated and is now led by Dr. Gus Birkhead. The Taskforce has been charged with identifying and developing solutions to strengthen AR surveillance in the US, and plans to hold an in-person meeting this spring.
· The HAI Subcommittee contributed to the CSTE comment on Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for Revisions to the Common Rule (Federal Policy for the Protection of Human Subjects).
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Hepatitis C – Daniel Church (MA), Brooke Beaulieu
· The subcommittee had its inaugural call in December 2015 and meets monthly on the first Thursdays of every month.
· Two workgroups are in the process of crafting position statements addressing perinatal hepatitis B and perinatal hepatitis C surveillance.
· Dan Church (MA) responded on behalf of CSTE to a Request for Information regarding stakeholder activities of the 2015 Viral Hepatitis Action Plan (VHAP). 
· CSTE continues to engage in ongoing discussions with CDC on implementation of the 2015 Hep C case definition.
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HIV – Jessica Fridge (LA), Brooke Beaulieu 
· Subcommittee leadership elections occurred at the NHSS Grantees Meeting in December 2015. Jessica Fridge (LA) is the new Chair, Bridget Anderson (NYS) is the Past-Chair, and Jerry Harms (IA) and Colin Flynn (MD) are Officers. 
· Bridget Anderson represented CSTE at the CDC January Laboratory Consultation regarding challenges of reporting HIV lab data. Representatives from jurisdictions, national labs, and partner organizations were also present.
· The EHR/HIE work group continues to refine development of educational documents (on health IT, meaningful use and EHRs) to be finalized this spring. These materials will be shared on a future HIV subcommittee monthly call. 
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Influenza – Chris Hahn (ID) & Lisa McHugh (NJ), Monica Schroeder 
· The Influenza Subcommittee plans to formally expand the scope of the subcommittee to include influenza and other viral respiratory diseases.  
· CSTE continues to support the Influenza Population-based Hospitalization Surveillance Project (IHSP) in three sites (MI, OH, UT), and the Influenza Incidence Surveillance Project (IISP) in 8 sites (FL, LAC, MN, NJ, NYC, ND, WI, TX) for the 2015-2016 project year.
· The Severe Acute Respiratory Infection Surveillance Project (SARI) and Advanced Molecular Detection (AMD) Project in MN is ongoing through the 2015-2016 project year.  
· The Influenza Education among Youth in Agriculture project has been completed in six sites (IN, ME, MI, OH, VA, Maricopa Co.).  Awards will be distributed in February 2016 for a second round of project awards to be completed by December 2016. Each site will build upon demonstrated successes in collaborations with public health, animal health, and youth organizations to promote One Health initiatives by educating youth on the epidemiology, prevention, and control of zoonotic diseases with public health impact.
· The Ohio State University has completed testing of swine respiratory specimens and is completing analyses to inform development of evidence-based recommendations to prevent swine-to-human transmission of influenza A virus occurring at agricultural fairs and livestock exhibitions.  Project partners plan to share results of this study and formal recommendations in spring 2016.    
· International influenza reviews will be conducted by Karen Martin in Tanzania (April 2016) and Raoult Ratard in Togo (April 2016).
· CSTE has formalized a new partnership with Skoll Global Threats Fund to identify strategies to incorporate Flu Near You and other data sources into traditional public health influenza surveillance methods at the state and local level.  Funded activities will be ongoing through spring 2017.  
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STD – Lynn Sosa (CT), Brooke Beaulieu
· A subcommittee workgroup continues to develop the Syphilis Outbreak Detection Guidance Document. Several examples have been collected, and the document was vetted at the Syphilis Summit in Atlanta, January 26-28. 
· The STD Surveillance Coordinators Network, a new collaboration between CSTE and CDC, was established last fall and meets quarterly via conference calls. The Network is currently developing and revising two STD surveillance materials: 1) guidance on classifying repeat infection, and 2) a revised template for the data quality supplement.
· A subcommittee workgroup is developing a STD capacity assessment with a tentative launch timeline of late spring 2016.
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Vaccine Preventable Diseases – Susan Lett (MA) & Chas DeBolt (WA), Nicole Bryan 
· The Vaccine-Preventable Diseases Subcommittee has held monthly calls since September and has featured presentations on specific outbreaks of interest, vaccine recommendations, and updates from partners.
· Christine Hahn represented CSTE at the ACIP meeting February 24, 2016 in Atlanta, GA.
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Vectorborne Diseases – Carina Blackmore (FL), Monica Schroeder 
· The VBD Subcommittee webinar series continued with two webinars titled “Dengue in the United States: Where are we and what’s next?” in November, and “Tick Ecology for Epidemiologists” in December. 
· A workgroup has been established and continues to meet regularly to develop a position statement to revise the Lyme disease case definition to be presented at the 2016 CSTE annual conference. 
· A workgroup comprised of subcommittee leadership and subject matter experts has been convened to provide feedback on CDC guidance documents related to the Zika virus response efforts. 
· A position statement will be developed for Zika virus to be presented at the 2016 CSTE annual conference. 
· Carina Blackmore represented CSTE at the National Academics of Sciences Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) Zika Virus Rapid Research Workshop in February 2016 in Washington, DC.  

NASPHV – John Dunn (TN), Brooke Beaulieu	
· The 2015 Veterinary Standard Precautions Compendium is now available on the NASPHV webpage on the CSTE website.
· The 2016 Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control incorporates some significant changes to recommendations for management of exposed dogs and cats with overdue rabies vaccination. The new Compendium is published in the March 1, 2016 issue of the Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (J Am Vet Med Assoc 2016; 248:505-517).
· NASPHV will convene their annual business meeting at a Saturday session prior to the 2016 Annual Conference in Anchorage. 

Other – Flu on Call™ 
· CSTE continues to participate as a project partner in the ongoing Flu on Call™ Demonstration Project, a live test of the Flu on Call™ system in Milwaukee, WI and Three Rivers, NE during peak influenza season (January - February 2016). 
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