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Key Objectives: 

 

• Discuss current challenges to education, prevention, detection, and monitoring of zoonotic 
diseases in agricultural venues 

• Explore convenient means of sharing educational resources, including print templates, social 
media messages, interactive games, and online learning options 

• Describe current initiatives to facilitate One Health collaborations and improve youth education 
efforts related to zoonotic disease prevention 

• Identify innovative approaches and best practices in leveraging these frameworks within other 
areas of public health importance 

Brief Summary: 

 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
and Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) have developed an ongoing partnership to 
educate youth on the transmission and prevention of zoonotic disease (e.g., 
influenza, Salmonella, E. coli O157:H7). The Influenza Education Among Youth in Agriculture Pilot 
Project was developed from this partnership and launched in 2013. Through this project, state-based 
collaborations between public health, animal health, and youth organizations develop education initiatives 
focused on preventing zoonotic disease transmission at agricultural fairs and other venues. 
The primary goals of this project are to (1) help empower millions of youth in agricultural organizations like 
4-H and National FFA Organization to enjoy time spent with their animals while reducing the risk of 
zoonotic diseases and (2) facilitate a more effective and efficient response to important public health 
issues by strengthening relationships among key stakeholders. CDC, CSTE, USDA, and multiple state 
organizations including departments of public health and agriculture, academic institutions, and youth 
agricultural programs have been working together to develop hands-on activities (zoonotic disease kits, a 
board game, and a card game), zoonotic disease curricula, educational workshops, and One Health 
meetings to achieve these goals. Products from this project have been shared between pilot states in 
order to leverage resources and expertise. 
This roundtable will provide an overview of this collaboration, describe project accomplishments, explore 
unique partnership networks to improve knowledge about zoonotic diseases among youth, and discuss 
opportunities for expanding this framework to address other diseases or areas of public health 
importance. 
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