[bookmark: _GoBack]                   Collection and Submission of Suspected Novel Influenza A Specimens
*Insert name of state health department*



When to collect influenza specimens
· As soon as possible after onset, ideally within 7 days of illness onset.
· Specimens collected up to 10 days after onset of symptoms may be submitted if necessary.

What specimen types should be collected
	Before collecting a specimen, ensure that all involved healthcare personnel are adhering to proper infection control practices (i.e. Standard Precautions, plus Contact and Airborne Precautions). 
	See: Interim Guidance for Infection Control Within Healthcare Settings When Caring for Confirmed Cases, Probable Cases, and Cases Under Investigation for Infection with Novel Influenza A Viruses Associated with Severe Disease
	*Optional, insert links to additional local, state, or CDC guidance*
· Patients with upper respiratory illness:
Collect a nasopharyngeal swab, a nasal aspirate or wash, or two swabs combined into one viral transport media vial (e.g., nasal or nasopharyngeal swab combined with an oropharyngeal swab). If these specimens cannot be collected, a single nasal, or oropharyngeal swab is acceptable. Refrigerate immediately at 4°C.
Preferred swab types include: Flocked, Rayon, Plastic or aluminum shafts; 
NOT acceptable swabs include: Charcoal swabs, Dry swabs, Cotton swabs, Calcium alginate swab
· Patients with lower respiratory illness (pneumonia, ARDS):
Collect broncheoalveolar lavage, tracheal aspirate, pleural fluid or sputum whenever possible (lower respiratory tract specimens have a higher viral recovery yield in patients with lower respiratory illness). Refrigerate immediately at 4°C.

How specimens should be processed
· Place the swab in the container with viral transport media, break off end of swab so that it fits in container.
· Types of acceptable transport media are:  viral transport media (VTM), universal transport media (UVT), M4, or M5 media.
· Check with your public health lab regarding these types of media: liquid Amies, Swabs with liquid Stuart, Swabs in less than 2ml saline
· Label the container with patient name, date of birth, date of collection, and type of specimen.
· All respiratory specimens should be kept at 4°C until shipping. If specimens will be tested more than 3 days after collection they should be frozen at ≤-70°C and shipped on dry ice.  Avoid freezing and thawing specimens if at all possible

Where to submit specimens
·    Complete one copy of the *Insert name/ hyperlink to state-specific submission form here* for each specimen as completely as possible.
·    If the specimen is to be sent to CDC, electronically complete one copy of CDC Specimen Submission Form 50.34.	Comment by Nic Fisher: Wondering if this part is necessary, some state health laboratories complete this form themselves when sending specimens to CDC is warranted.
·    Place collected specimen (primary media container) and one frozen cold pack in a sealed plastic bag (or other watertight secondary packaging), place submission forms in a separate sealed container.
· Overnight shipment is preferred for receipt within 24 hours. Follow protocols for standard interstate shipment of etiologic agents. All shipments must comply with current DOT/IATA regulations for Category B Biological Substances.
· Mail package to the following address:
*Name of Public Health Laboratory*
*Attn: Contact Name* 
            *Street Address (building or floor number)*	
            *City, State, Zip Code*	
· If you have any questions please call *Insert state-specific program contact information* 


