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Talking Points: H1N2v Case

Talking Points: HxNxv Case
Key Messages 
A case of variant influenza A (HxNxv) was identified in [state].
There is no public health threat, and there has been no further transmission.
Variant influenza viruses are common in swine and can be transmitted to people from time to time. They are different from human influenza viruses.
Talking Points 
What happened?
A case of variant influenza A (HxNxv) was identified in.
The person was hospitalized, but has fully recovered. 
How common is it for people to be infected with an influenza strain from swine/pigs?
Influenza viruses commonly circulate in pigs. These viruses are different from human influenza viruses.
It is not common, but transmission of an influenza A virus from a pig to a human can happen. 
When the virus is passed to a human, it is called a “variant virus” and denoted with a “v” after the subtype (e.g., H1N1v, H1N2v, H3N2v).
Human infections with a variant virus occur in people with exposure to infected pigs. 
This is not a public health threat. HxNxv is not circulating in humans and there has been no documented human-to-human transmission.  
Only a few cases of variant influenza have been identified in [state] in the past few years.
2013 –  x cases of
2014 –  x case of 
2015 –  x case of 
2016 –  x case of 
Are Minnesotans at risk?
There is no public health threat. Influenza viruses are common in pigs and can be transferred to humans every once in a while.
Influenza is not a food safety risk. 
There is no risk in consuming pork or pork products.
What should I do to protect myself if I have contact with pigs or other animals?
Remember that even healthy animals can carry germs that can make people sick.
Wash your hands frequently with soap and running water after any exposure to animals.
Don’t eat, drink, or put anything in your mouth while in an area where animals are housed or exhibited.
People in high risk groups should take extra care around animals. These include senior citizens, children under 5 years old, pregnant women, and people with chronic health conditions or a weak immune system. 
[Health Department]  has several resources about preventing illness associated with animal contact on our website: [health department or cdc link] 
What should health care providers do?
Health care providers should continue to ask patients with influenza-like illness if they have had recent exposure to swine or poultry, and if so, arrange for testing at [Health Department]   because commercially available rapid test kits may not detect variant influenza viruses. 
How are variant influenza cases reported?
CDC reports variant influenza cases in its weekly national influenza surveillance report, FluView (http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/fluactivitysurv.htm). 
CDC is also required to report all cases of human infection with novel influenza viruses (which could include variant viruses) to the World Health Organization. 
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