







MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
between
WISCONSIN VETERINARY DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY (WVDL)
and
WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES (WDHS), 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

for

THE REPORTING OF SELECT ZOONOTIC DISEASES IN THE STATE OF WISCONSIN




The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to formalize the notification requirements when certain disease agents are detected in animals that have the potential to cause serious disease in humans.
The Wisconsin Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory (WVDL) is authorized by 36.58(2)(a), Stats, to provide testing and diagnostic services for all types of animals, including fish, in this state, with emphasis on services for farm animals; and provide the testing and diagnostic services needed by the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to discharge the department’s responsibilities related to disease control and animal health.   Wisconsin Statute 36.85(3)(c) authorizes the veterinary diagnostic laboratory board to identify services that are necessary to protect human health and safety. 
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (WDHS) is authorized under s. 250.04 Stats. to safeguard the health of the citizens of this state and has the power to execute what is reasonable and necessary for the prevention and suppression of disease in humans.  The Department is also authorized under s. 252.02 (1), Stats., to establish systems of disease surveillance and inspection to ascertain the presence of any communicable disease.

Both of the above agencies wish to enter into this agreement with mutually agreed upon objectives in order to best protect the health of the citizens of Wisconsin.

The WVDL agrees to notify WDHS, Division of Public Health, Bureau of Communicable Diseases, whenever any of the following conditions or infections are detected or diagnosed in any animal species and the WVDL has knowledge of the detected or diagnosed condition or infection.  Notification can be performed via telephone, facsimile transmission, mail, or electronic mail, and shall occur within the time interval specified for each category of disease.  

CATEGORY 1 - Immediate notification: (within 24 hours)
· Anthrax 
· Arenavirus infection
· Avian influenza (both lowly pathogenic & highly pathogenic forms)
· Herpes B virus infection (Cercopithecine herpesvirus 1)
· Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy
· Filovirus infection
· Glanders (Burkholdria mallei infection)
· Hendravirus infection
· Meloidosis (Burkholdria pseudomallei infection)
· Nipah virus infection
· Orthopoxvirus infection
· Plague (Yersinia pestis infection)
· Rabies and other Lyssavirus infections
· Rift Valley Fever
· Tuberculosis
· Tularemia


CATEGORY 2 - Notification within 72 hours:
· Arboviral encephalitides 
(including Eastern, Western, and Venezuelan Equine Encephalitis, West Nile virus Encephalitis, and Japanese Encephalitis)
· Brucellosis
· Echinococcosis/hydatidosis
· Leishmaniasis
· Non-avian influenza (e.g., canine, porcine, equine)  
· Parapoxvirus infection
· Psittacosis (Chlamydophila psittaci infection)
· Q-fever (Coxiella burnetii infection)
· Any zoonotic disease that is foreign or exotic to Wisconsin  


This MOU shall become effective upon the date of final signature and shall continue for a period of ten years.  This MOU may be amended at any time by mutual agreement of the parties in writing, and may be terminated upon (60) days written notice to the other party.
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