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Utah State Crime Lab

• Timely source of data for monitoring the local illicit drug environment

• Can provide information on drug forms 

• fentanyl with powder heroin vs. fentanyl in counterfeit pills

• General locations of where drugs were seized

• Date, county

• Can improve the quality and utility of public health alerts
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Utah State Crime Lab
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Utah case count

National case count

Seizures indicating VEA

National and Utah EVALI case count and percent of seized Utah THC-containing vaping product indicating vitamin E acetate by month from October 2018 to January 2020

Illicit THC-containing vaping products & vitamin E acetate 
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Relationships with Public Safety Partners

Illicit Drug Supply Indicators

• Controlled buys to monitor street prices

• Seizure data and trends

• Usually comes from local drug task forces

• Reach out to local DIO to bridge relationships

Other partnership considerations 

• Offer public health data reports for a given task forces area of operation

• Not necessarily useful for performing their job but for demonstrating to city 

councils/policy makers the importance/need for their work. 

• Financial support for purchase of laboratory equipment and/or lab management software

• Working with PDs and death scene investigators to submit drugs/paraphernalia found at 

death/overdose scenes 
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Drug Monitoring Initiatives

Bring together public health and public safety partners to share data and trend info

• Office of the Medical Examiner/Coroner offices

• Poison Control

• Harm Reduction and Community Outreach Organizations 

• Syringe exchange providers

• Forensic/crime labs

• Intelligence/fusions centers

• EMS/Fire agencies

• Local and state DOH
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Date 22Aug20

Facility Name XXXXXXXXXXXXX

Patient_City XXXXXX

ChiefComplaintOrig Energy pill reaction

Admit_Reason_Combno 296329002 CAFFEINE OVERDOSE

Syndromic Surveillance: CCDD Query for 
Suspected Stimulant Overdose

• Includes all 
psychostimulants

• Cocaine

• MDMA

• Caffeine

• Bath Salts 

• Methamphetamine

• Requires opioid 
overdose term 

Date 16Aug20

Facility Name XXXXXXXXXXXXX

Patient_City XXXXXX

ChiefComplaintOrig RAPID HEART BEAT/VOMITING- POSS DUE TO ENERGY DRINK

Date 23Aug20

Facility Name XXXXXXXXXXXXX

Patient_City XXXXXX

Chief_Complaint_Combo
DAD REPORTS THAT THE PT MAY HAVE SWALLOWED AN ADDERALL

FROM AN OLD PRESCRIPTION. ACCIDENTAL DRUG OVERDOSE
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Syndromic Surveillance: Utah 
Methamphetamine Query
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Meth-Related Visits (v1)

Meth Acute Intoxication (v2)

CDC Stimulant Query

Meth-Related Visits (v1) 

• 6,962 meth-related visits 

• Average of 73 per week

Meth Acute Intoxication (v2) 

• 3,052 suspected cases

• Average of 32 per week

• 44% of meth-related visits

• PPV 88%  

CCDD Stimulant Query

• 1,291 suspect overdoses

• Average of 13 per week 

Syndromic Surveillance: Utah 
Methamphetamine Query
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Open Source Information

• DrugsData.org

• https://streetrx.com

• https://www.npsdiscovery.org
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Overdose Response Strategy – State Teams

https://www.hidtaprogram.org/ors.php

• Drug Intelligence Officer and Public 

Health Analyst contact info
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Thank you!
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Probable
Ruled out or  

undetermined

Assessment of Acute Meth 

Intoxication (v2)

271 35

271+35= 306

Total Positive
(271/271+35)*100

= 88.5% PP

Methamphetamine Query v2: 

Manual Record Level Review & Percent Probable

• 306 cases 

reviewed; 35 

undetermined 

or ruled out

• Overall, 88% of 

cases were 

probable
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How to find the query in ESSENCE

1

2
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CHO AK. ICE – A NEW DOSAGE FORM OF AN OLD DRUG. SCIENCE 1990;249:631–634

3
4
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How to find the 
query in 
ESSENCE


