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Updates

• New thoughts on what drug overdose 
outbreak detection means for us in TN
• How we’re rethinking surveillance at a 

state level vs. local level
• New working group
• Data vs. Information
• Data to Action



What We Currently Do

• Monitor nonfatal overdose primarily from
TN’s Drug Overdose Reporting System 
(DOR) and ESSENCE

• Monitor fatal overdose from provisional 
death certificate data



Nonfatal Overdose

• Drug Overdose Reporting System (DOR)
• Opioid



Nonfatal Overdose

• Drug Overdose Reporting System (DOR)
• Opioid



Fatal Overdose

• Provisional death certificate data
• All drug

Insert Shelby and Davidson weekly 



Community: Substance Abuse 
Prevention Coalitions (SAPCs), Regional 
Overdose Prevention Specialists (ROPS) 

etc.

Regional/Metro and 
County Health 
Departments

State 

Many have direct 
relationships with 
local Fire/EMS, 
community advocacy 
groups, peer 
recovery/lifeline 
networks

Overdose Surveillance at a 
State Level

Biweekly data driven 
working group, monthly 
overdose reports, 
communications 
between state 
offices/departments



Rethinking Surveillance: 
State vs. Local Level
• State level is missing important data 

sources (e.g. EMS data) 
• Community and regional level partners are 

often the first to hear about more recent 
overdose increases or new drugs of concern

• Our current data sources/systems each have 
challenges and limitations



Data and 
Information



What We’re Doing

• In collaboration with our Opioid Response 
Coordination Office started a small overdose alert 
working group

• Increasing our technical assistance to regional and 
local partners (e.g. overdose monitoring)

• Being clear about the challenges and limitations 
of our surveillance data with regional and local 
partners (e.g. timeliness, race/ethnicity, 
geographic coverage)



What We’re Doing

• Adding our ‘High Impact Area’ 
substance misuse resources 
coordinators to our standing 
biweekly meetings

• Spotlighting new or emerging 
drugs of concern (e.g.
“Benadryl Challenge”)



Data to Action

• Local partners have the pulse of what’s 
happening in their community

• State can help confirm trends or patterns 
that local partners see or hear about
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