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Cuyahoga County Overdose 
Data to Action Surveillance 

Information about our Overdose Surveillance Quarterly Bulletin 
and Overdose Alerts, including the successes and challenges 





Sources Used for the OD2A Overdose 
Surveillance Quarterly Bulletin

• Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner Data (CCMEO): 
https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-examiner/resources/overdose-
statistics

• Project DAWN (naloxone distribution): 
https://www.metrohealth.org/office-of-opioid-safety

• EpiCenter (Directly from CCBH): Public website -
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-
program/Suspected-OD-Dashboard2

• EMS System (State of EMS): Naloxone watch -
https://www.ems.ohio.gov/#gsc.tab=0

• OARRS Reports Online (PDMP): 
https://www.ohiopmp.gov/stats.aspx

https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-examiner/resources/overdose-statistics
https://www.metrohealth.org/office-of-opioid-safety
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/Suspected-OD-Dashboard2
https://www.ems.ohio.gov/#gsc.tab=0
https://www.ohiopmp.gov/stats.aspx


Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data

Data Source: Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s 
Office (CCMEO) (website)
https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-
examiner/resources/overdose-statistics

Data Source: EpiCenter or Ohio Department 
of Health (website)
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-
programs/violence-injury-prevention-
program/Suspected-OD-Dashboard2

https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-examiner/resources/overdose-statistics
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/violence-injury-prevention-program/Suspected-OD-Dashboard2


Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data

Data Source: Data Ohio – Project DAWN 
Monthly Distribution Log Data (website)
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/vie
w/project-dawn-monthly-distribution-log-data

Data Source: Ohio Automated RX Reporting 
System (website)
https://www.ohiopmp.gov/stats.aspx

https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/project-dawn-monthly-distribution-log-data
https://www.ohiopmp.gov/stats.aspx


Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data

Data Source: Ohio to Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) (website) 
https://www.ems.ohio.gov/#gsc.tab=0

Data Source: : Cuyahoga County 
Medical Examiner’s Office (website)
https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-
examiner/resources/overdose-statistics

https://www.ems.ohio.gov/#gsc.tab=0
https://cuyahogacounty.us/medical-examiner/resources/overdose-statistics


Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data



Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data

Quarter 4 HighlightQuarter 3 Highlight



EpiCenter Data

• Syndromic surveillance for drug overdoses
• Emergency department chief complaint data
• Updated daily
• EpiCenter Ohio Opioid-Related Classifiers

– Suspected drug overdose
– Suspected overdoses involving any opioid
– Suspected overdoses involving heroin
– Suspected overdoses involving stimulants



EpiCenter Variables



EpiCenter Anomalies
• EpiCenter generates “alerts” when the 

number of ED visits exceed the expected 
threshold.



When an Alert is Received…
• Review and analyze anomaly (pull 24-hour 

and 7-days worth of data)
– Is this a real alert?

• Create report with demographic information 
of the alert
– Demographics include: age, sex, race and zip 

code
• Contact CCMEO to see if there has been an 

increase in number of deaths
• Results shared via email and community 

stakeholders notified



EpiCenter Alerts 2019 - 2021
Table 7: Epi-Alerts Administered due to Suspected Drug Overdose, 2019-2020

2019

2/13/2019 4/8/2019 7/11/2019 8/31/2019 -- -- --

2020

1/15/2020 2/1/2020 4/1/2020 6/8/2020 7/25/2020 7/29/2020 12/19/2020



Lessons Learned
Quarterly Surveillance 

Bulletin
• Mostly public data, so some 

time lag, but 
accessible/replicable

• Data from previous quarters 
tend to slightly adjust 

• Once the bulletin is 
disseminated, difficult to know 
who are using the data and 
how

• Consolidates data and 
visualizes key indicators for 
broad consumption 

• Highlights trends, emerging 
issues, and partner work

EpiCenter
• Some hospitals are more 

systematic and consistent in 
how they report overdoses 
compared to others
– The way encounters are reported 

reflect the Ohio Opioid-Related 
Classifiers

• For longitudinal analysis, we 
cannot see if multiple visits 
occurred across multiple 
hospital systems

• Having alert response protocol 
supports rapid detection and 
dissemination of outbreaks, and 
focus on prevention and 
improvement




	Slide Number 1
	Cuyahoga County Overdose Data to Action Surveillance 
	Slide Number 3
	Sources Used for the OD2A Overdose Surveillance Quarterly Bulletin
	Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data
	Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data
	Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data
	Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data
	Quarterly Bulletin Surveillance Data
	EpiCenter Data
	EpiCenter Variables
	EpiCenter Anomalies
	When an Alert is Received…
	EpiCenter Alerts 2019 - 2021
	Lessons Learned
	Slide Number 16

