Climate Change Notes – From WINTER CSTE Meeting 2021
Facilitator/Note Taker: Ximena Vergara
Jurisdictions Represented: CA, CT, LA, MN, MI, NJ, OR
· OR – Wildfires, health of outdoor workers, Heat Illness (2021 temporary standard), collaborated with WA and CA on proposed rules
· LA – Occupational Heat Illness, syndromic surveillance, FACE state, formed partnerships with climatologists within the state, project to examine ED visits and WBGT
· CA – heat illness and Workers’ Compensation data (previous publication), Cocci outbreaks among construction workers
· MA – new FACE project on fatalities and injuries among tree workers using SOII, interested in heat and ED visits among workers, hope to work within Northeast region to address
· NJ – website dashboard with climate data; heat-related occupational data
Key Takeaways
All agree thinking about potential hazards related to climate change effects beyond heat is also important.  The team brainstormed to focus on areas like storm cleanup, chemical exposures due to flooding, and rise in infections.  
The groups discussed how important collaborating with partners such as Environmental Health Tracking Programs enriches the occupational health work.  Within each jurisdiction, it is important connect with other disciplines grounded in climate change e.g. climatologists or infectious disease experts.    
Climate change issues may also be region and time specific. This perspective must also be considered when developing programs or addressing issues.     
Participants also shared materials geared toward worker health (Worker Protections – Training and Resources).  
During the meeting, the group shared a reference (Kiefer et al.) which seeded further discussions but would require some work to update.  Overall, the group was strongly supportive of having CSTE OH create a white paper on Climate Change and Occupational Health. 
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