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Jason Vargo
Senior Researcher, Community Development
Jason Vargo is a senior researcher in community development focused on understanding the role of climate risks and equity in ensuring an inclusive and prosperous economy for all. Vargo brings a wealth of experience at the intersection of climate and health equity as well as healthy and resilient urban planning. Prior to joining the Fed, Jason was lead scientist in the California Department of Public Health’s (CDPH) Climate Change and Health Equity Section. During the pandemic he led the CDPH’s COVID-19 Modeling Team and was scientific lead for California’s Health Equity Metric, a first of its kind in the nation. Earlier, as an Associate Scientist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Jason helped establish a campus-wide initiative on cities and university-community partnership.
Jason attended the University of Michigan for his undergraduate studies in chemical engineering. As a graduate student, he pioneered a dual degree program of study in urban planning and public health between Georgia Tech and Emory University, respectively. Vargo’s doctoral work was completed at Georgia Tech and focused on the health impacts of the urban heat island. Dr. Vargo joined the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco’s Community Development team in September of 2021.
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Full Name
Andrea Wilkinson
Job Title
Health Scientist
Company
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH)
Speaker Bio
Andrea Wilkinson is a Health Scientist for the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) specializing in the health of First Responders. Currently, Andrea is working on the National Firefighter Registry to better understand cancer and exposures in firefighters. Her other work has focused on investigating PPE efficacy as it relates to carcinogens and physiology, cardiovascular effects of fire training drills and live fire training, physiologic effects of heat stress, and the use of caffeine gum on the perception of pain and precision movements. Andrea also has extensive experience in sports medicine and cardiac rehabilitation. She has a special interest in preventative medicine for the tactical athlete and the physiological effects of fire training. Andrea is a member of CDC’s Global Rapid Response Team where she has responded to public health emergencies in a variety of settings and is a proud Honorary Lieutenant for the Hanover Park Fire Department.
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