Primer for Accelerating State, Tribal, Local and Territorial Surveillance Readiness for Collection of Occupational Data Related to Climate Change
What is Weather versus Climate Change?
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) describe weather as the short-term state of the atmosphere in the past, present, or future. “Climate is a description of the long-term pattern of weather conditions at a location. The expression “long-term” usually means 30 years or more: climate scientists have agreed that 30 years is a good length of time to establish what the usual range of conditions are at a given location throughout the year.” (NOAA)
Data availability have changed since the COVID-19 pandemic, NOAA provide a landing page for those interested in the study of environment and infectious diseases.  These data may be real-time observations of climate, short-term forecasts or predictions and long-term projections.  
What is Occupational Safety and Health Surveillance?
In classic occupational safety and health (OSH) surveillance, data are collected on work-related health outcomes and on the presence of health and safety hazards.  We define health outcomes as injuries, diseases or fatalities and hazards as hazardous exposures or conditions.  (NAS 2018) The hazardous exposure or condition can be physical, chemical or biological factors, natural or human-made in a work environment. (EPHT 2019) Exposures or conditions are typically assessed using exposure assessment. 
What is Exposure Assessment for Surveillance?
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health defines exposure assessment as the science which “identifies and characterizes workplace exposures, develops estimates of exposure for exposure-response and risk assessment studies, and evaluates the significance of exposures and effectiveness of intervention strategies. Traditionally, exposure assessment comes after hazard assessment. “
There are standard approaches for OSH surveillance, using previously identified data sources, outlined in the National Academy of Science Surveillance for the 21st century report. However, new data resources are available to assess which are the natural or man-made conditions that when combined with work lead to some health outcome (injuries, diseases or fatalities). These aggregate data may be combined with health outcomes to generate hypotheses about the role of climate change impacts on workers.   
The current workshop, Accelerating State, Tribal, Local and Territorial Surveillance Readiness for Collection of Occupational Data Related to Climate Change,  has assembled a group participating in state, tribal, local or territory based occupational surveillance to assess new data sources and provide a framework to integrate exposure data sources into OSH surveillance of health impacts related to climate change.   
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