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	Description
	Pros/Cons of Measures
	Timescale
	Smallest Geographic Unit available
	Measured or modeled?
	Pros/Cons of Data Source
	Data Source Options	Comment by Gibb, Kathryn@CDPH: Looking for feedback on data source options, particularly for up to date heat-index data

	Temperature
	Degree or intensity of heat 
	Pro: Easy to understand and measure

Con: Temperature alone is not the whole story
	Hourly, daily, weekly, monthly data.
	Point data available from weather station locations – latitude and longitude. 
	Measured (min, max, average); but can be forecasted
	Con: Weather station data may not reflect the area of interest for surveillance or research
	Local Climatological Data (noaa.gov); Online Data Request Submitted | Climate Data Online (CDO) | National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) (noaa.gov)


	Heat Index
	Combines relative humidity with actual air temperature
	Pro: Easy to understand
	Daily
	Local weather stations
	Measured; but can be forecasted
	Con: Weather station data may not reflect the area of interest for surveillance or research; may not be as easily available as temperature
	https://healthdata.gov/dataset/CDC-WONDER-Daily-Air-Temperatures-and-Heat-Index/etgt-szcw

https://www.visualcrossing.com/weather/weather-data-services

	Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT)
	Combines temperature, humidity, wind, and solar radiation
	Pro:  Measure has multiple components 

Con: Challenging to measure, requires specialized equipment, more challenging to interpret
	Historical data; Forecasted available up to 26hrs 
	NWS designated weather zones
	Measured
	Con: Reliable or consistent data may not be readily available for all locations or time periods. 
	National Weather Service (NWS)

https://www.weather.gov/tsa/wbgt




