Illinois Department of Public Health – COVID-19 Related Death classification

Deaths occurring on or after September 1, 2022: 
In a confirmed or probable COVID-19 case within the last 12 months, the case will be considered a COVID-related death if the case meets the national case definition's vital records criteria for reporting: 
· If disease (COVID-19 or SARS-CoV-2 or an equivalent term) is listed on the death certificate as an: 
· Immediate Cause of Death,
· Underlying Cause of Death, or
· Significant Condition Contributing to Death
· Local health departments may utilize other evidence (e.g., clinical history, medical records, or autopsy findings) to update this classification on a case-by-case basis (evidence should be noted in the I-NEDSS records).
· If COVID-19 is listed on the death certificate and there is not a current COVID-19 case for that person (no or last positive specimen > 12 months), a new COVID-19 case should be created for that person as described below based on date of death: 
· For deaths occurring before January 1, 2023, a new probable case should be created and the Died Due to Disease updated to "Yes". 
· If a previous case exists but the last positive specimen collection date > 12 months, the new case should be created as a reinfection case and marked as a reinfection in the Laboratory Section.
· For deaths occurring on or after January 1, 2023, a new suspect case should be created.  Starting in 2023, a positive lab (not a home test) is required to meet the confirmed or probable case definition. 
· LHDs should follow up with providers, coroners, facilities, etc. to locate positive test results. Those who have not tested positive (or only tested positive at home) in the last 12 months will remain a suspect case/death and not reported in statewide COVID-19 deaths.
· If a previous case exists but the last positive specimen collection date > 12 months, the new case should be created as a reinfection case and marked as a reinfection in the Laboratory Section.
· IDPH staff will continue to review death certificate reports and update the Died Due to Disease field for those cases meeting the death criteria. 
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Determination if a Death is Related to SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) Infection (as of January 1, 2023)
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