Policy Brief – Public Health Entomologists
I. Description of problem to be addressed
· Burden of vector-borne diseases has increased - Lyme disease alone accounts for more reported cases in the US than HIV and slightly below STDs. 
· VBDs have expanded geographically - Lyme expanding currently, as well as JCV and Anaplasmosis.  Previous expansions include RMSF and La Crosse encephalitis.
· Newly discovered VBDs - such as HRTV, Bourbon virus, Babesia microti, Borrelia mayonii, B. miyamotoi, Ehrlichia muris, Rickettsia 364D. 
· Only 21 states have public health entomologist positions (ASTHO survey).
· Recent CDC CoE training programs have created new public health entomologists.
II. Justification of importance to CSTE membership
· CSTE membership needs the expertise that public health entomologists bring to the table.  This includes infectious disease conditions where arthropods serve as vectors of pathogens as well as an understanding of their ecology, behavior, surveillance and control.  Also, nuisance issues such as bed bugs, brown recluse spiders, scorpions, chiggers, lice and others fall under the purview of public health entomologists.
III. Position on policy or issue
· CSTE recommends that every state health department enhance epidemiologic surveillance and response by establishing a position for a public health entomologist.
· CSTE further recommends that the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): (1) establish, maintain, and publish on a periodic basis, a list of state public health entomologists, (2) fund these positions through the ELC mechanism, (3) create fellowship programs to provide a high quality training experience and to secure long-term career placement for public health entomology fellows at the state or local level. 
IV. Options for consideration and next steps
· State and territories need to work with government leaderships to create new public health entomology positions at state health departments.
· CoEs need to continue to train a workforce of public health entomologists needed as well as to replace public health entomologists that will retire in the next 10 years.
· CDC can support the stewardship of public health entomologists through providing funding for positions through ELC to each state or ELC jurisdictions and through training fellowship programs through ASTHO Affiliates, such as CSTE, to give recent entomology graduates fellowship opportunities at CDC and state health departments.
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