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Influenza News #2018 Exercise 1 
This message contains the following important information: 
1. CDC No Longer Conducting Routine Confirmatory A(H7N9) Testing  

2. H7N9 Diagnostic Kits – IRR Distribution
This message has been sent to all state and local laboratory representatives and delegates. Please share the information with supervisors and influenza testing staff in your laboratories.

1. CDC No Longer Conducting Routine Confirmatory A(H7N9) Testing 
As a result of the ongoing influenza A(H7N9) pandemic, the volume of specimens testing presumptively positive for influenza A(H7N9), and thus, the subsequent need for confirmation testing, has significantly increased. CDC no longer has the capacity to conduct routine confirmatory testing for such specimens. As such, effective September 13, 2018, CDC requests that public health laboratories (PHLs) with the appropriate diagnostic capacity perform their own confirmatory testing; PHLs should only submit specimens to CDC for confirmatory testing if they are unsubtypable or if there is an issue with the test. Note that PHLs should send all influenza A (confirmed) positive specimens, INCLUDING POSTIIVE H7N9 specimens, directly to your designated national influenza reference center (NIRC) for further characterization. 

2. H7N9 Diagnostic Kits – IRR Distribution  
The aforementioned request for PHLs to conduct their own confirmatory testing on H7N9 presumptive positive specimens has necessitated the need for additional CDC H7N9 rRT-PCR Reagent Kits. Please note that these diagnostic kits will continue to be distributed through the International Reagent Resource (IRR); PHLs may proceed with ordering these kits as needed. <in real life we would include additional information on how to order>


[bookmark: _GoBack]APHL and CDC will be holding a joint call for all state PHLs within the next several days to provide additional information and to provide a forum to answer questions you may have regarding testing and/or ordering diagnostic kits. Stay tuned for details. 


In the meantime, please direct questions to flusupport@cdc.gov or eoc@aphl.org. 
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