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Overview Information 

Issuing Organization:  Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) at www.cste.org/ 
Subject Matter Focus Area: Substance Use and Mental Health 
Project Funding: This meeting is supported through CSTE’s funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration through a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Cooperative Agreement Number 1U38OT000143-05. 
Proposal Title: CSTE Behavioral Health Mobile Application for Public Health Surveillance Health Department Pilot Project 

Background 
In 2016/2017, CSTE, in partnership with SAMHSA, contracted a multidisciplinary project team to develop a fully functional mobile application compatible with iOS and Android devices for population surveillance of health and health behavior. Feasibility testing was conducted with a small university population. For the next phase of the project, CSTE identified a contractor to develop the mobile application for pilot with a general adult population. This “Phase 2” of the Mobile Application for Public Health Surveillance Project will further address the methodological questions and contribute to the evidence base for population surveillance using new technology with a focus on establishing usability, reliability, and validity. 

As a part of Phase 2, CSTE would like the identified contractor to work collaboratively with a health department or community-based organization to complete real-time feasibility testing.  The selected organization would be required to assist with marketing the Mobile Application to their service population and ensuring that the targeted number of participants is reached for the project.  As this is a pilot project that submitted an IRB for exclusion, the participating health department or community-based organization will not receive any community level data for use in future projects and/or reports. 

Objectives  
The selected agency will work collaborative with CSTE, SAMHSA and the Phase 2 Mobile Application team to pilot the application with a focus on addressing methodology issues related to mobile technology for surveillance. The agency should have the following characteristics: 
· Population of 400,000 or more
· Geographic area that is: 
· racially and ethnically diverse
· socioeconomically diverse
· comprised on both urban and rural communities
· Access to population-based data from the county population on risk factors, health outcomes
· Interested in methods for improving public health surveillance using smartphone technology 
· Ability to serve as coordinator and meeting host to identify local community members with diverse characteristics to participate in focus groups 
· In-house capacity to conduct mail and web assessments or is willing to work with a research organization to carry out address-based sampling and other approaches for collecting data from a representative sample of county residents
· Ability to appoint a staff member to engage and contribute to the efforts including weekly calls, data collection, and oversight and management of all public health department tasks

Deliverables 
1. Project Management  
a. Identify a project manager to work collaboratively with CSTE, SAMHSA and the Phase 2 Mobile Application Team 
b. Provide feedback on sampling framework and implementation plan 
c. Develop and implement a marketing strategy for recruitment and enrollment for pilot testing
d. Ensure completion of pilot testing with sample population 
2. Ongoing Project Support 
a. Participate in project conference calls, in-person meetings, and/or webinars
b. Oversee recruitment and retention efforts during the pilot testing 
c. Advise Phase 2 Mobile Application Team on progress, challenges, and recommendations

Budget
Mechanism(s) of Support
CSTE will manage matters related to financial support for this project.  

Funds Available
Funding for this project will be firm-fixed. CSTE intends to commit up to $80,000 for the piloting agency.    

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration Reimbursable agreement number 14-OA-22-20-206.  Funds awarded to contractors under this announcement are subject to the laws, regulations and policies governing the U.S. Public Health Service grant awards.  All estimated funding amounts are subject to the availability of funds.

Application and Submission Information

Content and Form of Application Submission
The application should be no longer than 10 pages, and should be written using a 12-point, double-spaced, unreduced, Times New Roman font, on 8.5x11 inch paged paper with one-inch margins.  Additional pages or appendices may not be reviewed.  Please include the headings below in the order listed, and address all the issues included under each heading.

1. Contact Information 
· Provide applicant contact information 
2. Background
· Describe jurisdiction (population, geographic location, etc.) 
· Describe prior experience with community level assessments either computer-based or paper 
· Describe interest in using smartphone technology to improve community level surveillance 
3. Plan/Methods
· Describe access to the community and ability to recruit and enroll participants for the pilot testing 
· Describe potential project team (include resumes/CVs in appendix) 
· Describe the implementation plan for completing the pilot project
4. Budget and Justification
· Provide detailed budget and budget justification (personnel, travel, equipment/supplies, indirect fees, etc.) 

Submission 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please send your completed proposal via email to Valerie Goodson, MPA at vgoodson@cste.org no later than March 9, 2018.

Award Admission Information 
Award Notices 
All applicants will be notified via email or phone no later than April 1, 2018. Any delay in award notification will be shared with all applicants. 

Award Recipients and Responsibilities 
The award recipient will have primary responsibility for the following: 
a) Accomplish the objectives and deliverables listed in this announcement 
b) Provide written progress reports and invoices to CSTE as required in the contract agreement 
c) Be available through multiple avenues for feedback and discussion (conference calls, webinars, emails) on a regular basis as needed. 
d) Actively engage partners and stakeholders. 
e) All project related presentations or manuscripts will be shared with CSTE and SAMHSA prior to submission. 

CSTE Responsibilities 
CSTE will have the primary responsibility for the following: 
a) Serve as the awardee’s principal point of contact 
b) CSTE will review work and provide avenues for communication between awardee and stakeholders, including CDC, other public health non-profit agencies, and STLT workgroup members 
c) Monitor the terms of the agreement 
d) Fund according to the terms of the agreement 

For more information, contact: 
Valerie Goodson, MPA
Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists 
2872 Woodcock Blvd, Suite 250 
Atlanta, GA 30341 
770‐458‐3811 (phone) 
770‐407‐5108 (fax) 
vgoodson@cste.org 
image1.jpg
() CSTE




