Request for Consultant Approval

1. Name of Consultant:  Nancy Binkin
2. Organizational Affiliation: Nancy Binkin (Independent consultant)
3.      Nature of services to be rendered: Nancy Binkin will develop the final report for the Marijuana Environmental Scan Analysis summarize findings and highlight key trends in state public health surveillance of marijuana; provide recommendations for future priorities, and recommendations for developing “best practices” in marijuana surveillance.
4.  
Relevance of Service to the Project:  

The expanding legalization of retail marijuana in the United States has increased the importance and urgency of high-quality data on marijuana use and public health impact. Colorado and Washington were the first states to legalize retail marijuana in 2012. Oregon and Alaska followed in 2014, and California, Nevada, Massachusetts and Maine legalized retail marijuana in 2016. Many other states have legalized medical marijuana, or decriminalized marijuana possession. 

In 2017, the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) Marijuana Subcommittee conducted an environmental scan to collect information about state-level public health surveillance and data collection activities, capacity and needs related to marijuana use and impact.  Some goals of this project were to characterize current marijuana surveillance activities, identify strengths and communities of practice that could be shared with other states, and identify gaps and needs that the CSTE and other public health partners could help mitigate. Thirty-five states provided information as part of the environmental scan.  

The environmental scan originated in CSTE’s position statement 16-CC-02 “Recommendations for strengthening surveillance and research of marijuana and health outcomes in the United States,”  in June 2016. This position statement stressed the need for coordination and standardization of data collection tools and methods across states and territories, as well as the need for cooperative support from national organizations and/or federal agencies. 
5.
Number of Days of Consultation: May 4, 2018-June 30, 2018
6.
Expected Rate of Compensation:  Nancy Binkin will receive a total amount of $15,000 May 4, 2018 through June 30, 2018 ($100 X 150 hours). 
7.      Method of Accountability: Regular communications will occur between the consultants and CSTE via quarterly progress reports and other communication via conference call and email as needed. The reports may include completion rate, challenges, concerns about timeline, and expected delays. A final report as mentioned above will be completed by the project date. In addition, a final invoice will be required upon the completion of all project deliverables within 30 days of the contract end date. 
