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Start Here: Resources from CDC’s National Syndromic Surveillance Program (NSSP)
· Syndromic surveillance provides public health officials with a timely system for detecting, understanding, and monitoring health events. By tracking symptoms of patients in emergency departments—before a diagnosis is confirmed—public health can detect unusual levels of illness to determine whether a response is warranted. 
· Syndromic data can serve as an early warning system for public health concerns (e.g.,  infectious disease outbreaks) and have been used in other public health responses, including the opioid epidemic, e-cigarette or vaping associated lung injury (EVALI), Zika, and environmental disasters. 
· Syndromic surveillance is a process that regularly and systematically uses health and health-related data in near “real-time” to make information available on the health of a community. This information includes statistics on disease trends and community health-seeking behaviors that support essential public health surveillance functions in governmental public health authorities.
· CDC’s National Syndromic Surveillance Program (NSSP) is a collaboration among CDC, federal partners, local and state health departments, and academic and private sector partners who collect, analyze, and share electronic patient encounter data received from emergency departments, urgent and ambulatory care centers, inpatient healthcare settings, and laboratories. The electronic health data are integrated through the BioSense Platform. 
· NSSP Resources:
· NSSP Fact Sheet 
· Technical Publications and Standards
· NSSP Infographic
· NSSP Overview Video
· “New to Syndromic Surveillance” webpage 
· “Developing, Evaluating, and Disseminating Definitions for Syndromic Surveillance in Public Health Practice: a Guidance Document” – this document focuses on several key areas related to syndrome definition creation, including the basics behind a syndrome definition, steps to building a syndrome definition, evaluation of a new (or old) definition, and syndrome definition dissemination.
· Product of the NSSP CoP Syndrome Definition Subcommittee
· Example of best practices
· References a suicide-related syndrome throughout the guidance document
·  Basics of the query structure	Comment by Mia Israel: This is captured in pages 4-6 and page 13 in guidance doc above, but a graphic/image that takes a query and breaks it down would be helpful
· Query vs syndrome terminology
· Relevant Publications, Calls, and Resources
· Syndromic Surveillance of Suicidal Ideation and Self-Directed Violence — United States, January 2017–December 2018
· Syndromic Surveillance for E-Cigarette, or Vaping, Product Use–Associated Lung Injury
· WA’s COVID-19-Like Illness (CLI) report highlighted in this call recording
· Window of Opportunity for New Disease Surveillance: Developing Keyword Lists for Monitoring Mental Health and Injury Through Syndromic Surveillance
· NSSP’s Community of Practice (CoP) promotes knowledge sharing, training, innovation, and timely exchange of syndromic surveillance data among state and local public health agencies and partners. Involvement in the NSSP CoP and its related groups is voluntary, free of charge, independent of CSTE membership, and open to any person or organization interested in advancing syndromic surveillance.
· NSSP CoP Knowledge Repository
· Check out the Syndrome Library by clicking ‘Syndromes’
· Join the NSSP CoP or SyS Slack by emailing syndromic@cste.org 
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