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A Few Federal Policy Changes, Rumors, Threats (so far)

Legislative Executive Judicial

• Proposed 

Affordable 

Care Act 

repeal

• Proposed 

cuts to 

Medicaid, 

Planned 

Parenthood

• Supplement

al Nutrition 

Assistance 

Program 

(SNAP) cuts 

and boxes

• Increased 

deportations

• Withdrawal from 

Paris Climate 

Agreement. 

appointment of 

pro-industry EPA 

chief

• Elimination of 

Deferred Action 

for Childhood 

Arrivals (DACA)

• Appointment 

of 

conservative 

Supreme 

Court justice

• Possibility of 

additional 

vacant posts

• Anti-immigrant 

and 

discriminatory 

rhetoric



Objectives

• Develop surveillance system to monitor impact of new 
federal policies, rumors, and threats on health

• Work with Big Cities Health Coalition to monitor a 
subset of indicators in other cities. 



Surveillance Framework

Access to Care

Reproductive Health

Food Security

Environmental Health

Immigrant Health

Poverty

General health
Thank you, nounproject.com for the images



Indicators



Access to Care

Indicator Source Measurement

Emergency department 

• Total visits

• Selected conditions

Syndromic Surveillance Monthly

Emergency department visits 

and hospitalizations: Medicaid
Salient Monthly

HIV cases and care HIV Registry Quarterly

Medicaid Enrollment: 

• Number of enrollees

• Emergency enrollment

Salient Quarterly

Sexual health clinic visits DOHMH Clinics Quarterly

A1C control A1C registry Annual

Insurance coverage rate Community Health Survey Annual

Smoking rate Community Health Survey Annual

Smoking cessation counseling Salient, electronic health 

records
Quarterly



Reproductive Health

Indicator Source Measurement

311 inquiries 311 Monthly

Birth outcomes Vital Statistics Quarterly

Birth rate Vital Statistics Annual

Long acting reversible 

contraception use

Community Health Survey, 

electronic health records
Annual

Induced terminations of 

pregnancy
Vital Statistics Annual



Food Security

Indicator Source Measurement

311 inquiries 311 Monthly

SNAP beneficiaries HRA Facts Monthly

Food insufficiency Community Health Survey Annual (2018)



Environmental Health

Indicator Source Measurement

Air pollution NYC Community Air Survey Annual

Blood lead (children) NYC Healthy Homes Program Annual



Overarching Physical and Mental Health

Indicator Source Measurement

Mortality

• Excess

• Infant

• Premature

Vital Statistics Annual

Self-reported health Community Health 

Survey
Annual



Measures to assess impact on persons born 

outside of US and persons in poverty

Area-based, by ZCTA Individual

Persons born outside of US % residents born outside of 

the US (American 

Community Survey)

• Born outside of the US 

(Vital Statistics, CHS, 

HIV

• Language (Clinic visits)

Persons in poverty % residents with incomes 

below 100% of the Federal 

Poverty Level (American 

Community Survey)

• Income (CHS)

• Medicaid enrollment 

(Vital Statistics; Salient)



Percent of population born outside US by zip code 

tabulation area (ZCTA), 2010-2015

Source: American Community Survey, 2010-2015



Selected Charts



Number of SNAP recipients, by month

Source: HRA FACTS
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Total ED Visits by percentage of area residents 

born outside US

Source: Syndromic surveillance, Division of Disease Control
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Percentage of NYC adults without health insurance
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Progress and Next Steps

• Progress

– Identified core domains, 
indicators, and data 
sources

– Compiled Q1 – Q4 reports

– Wrote and submitted 
manuscript describing 
project

• Next steps

– Explore new data sources

– Developing review and 
communication strategy





For more information, contact NYC DOHMH

Bureau of Epidemiology Services

Dial 311 or visit nyc.gov/health
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