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What is the ACS?

 A large national survey 

that uses continuous 

measurement methods to 

produce detailed 

population and housing 

estimates each year

 Designed to produce 

critical information that 

was previously collected 

in the decennial census
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Who Relies on ACS Data Products?

 Local governments – State and local leaders use ACS data to 

determine the needs of their communities, such as where to build 

new roads, schools, hospitals, offices, and community centers,  

or what schools need to plan for bilingual education. 

 Emergency planners – Emergency planners use ACS data for 

natural disaster planning and response. The number of 

households and relative economic vulnerability located in small 

areas inform the plans for moving large numbers of people and 

for providing efficient and appropriate responses. 

 Businesses – Companies use ACS data to make investment 

decisions in assessing such factors as the local labor force, new 

markets, and the needs of prospective customers. 

 Learn more – http://www.census.gov/acs/www/about_the_ 

survey/acs_helps_communities/
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ACS Main Page

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
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American Community Survey
Content

Social

Economic

Housing

Demographic
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Just Some of the ACS Contents

 SOCIAL
 Ancestry

 Citizenship & Year of Entry

 Disability Status

 Educational Attainment

 Field of Degree

 Health Insurance 

 Grandparents

 Fertility

 Language

 Marital Status & History

 Place of Birth

 Migration

 Relationship

 School Enrollment

 Veteran Status

 ECONOMIC

 Employment & Work Status

 Income & Earnings

 Industry & Occupation

 Class of Worker

 Commuting

 Poverty Status

 SNAP Receipt

 DEMOGRAPHIC

 Age & Sex

 Race & Hispanic Origin
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Changes to Content

 2008: New/modified questions added for

 Marital history

 Health insurance coverage

 Service connected disability status and rating

 Disability

 2009: New question added for Bachelor’s field of degree

 2013: New questions added for Computer 

ownership/Internet access
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Availability of ACS Data Products

Estimated Population 

of Geographic Area

Type of ACS Estimates 

Released

65,000 or more 1-year, 3-year, 5-year

20,000 to 64,999 3-year, 5-year

Less than 20,000 5-year
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Selected Census 

Geographic Concepts

Legal/Administrative Areas

 Nation

 States

 Counties

 Incorporated Places

 Minor Civil Divisions

 Congressional Districts

 State Legislative Districts

 School Districts

 Zip Code Tabulation Areas 
(ZCTAs)

Statistical Areas

 Regions

 Divisions

 Census Designated Places

 Census County Divisions

 Public Use Microdata Areas 

(PUMA)

 Census Tracts

 Block Groups
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Guidance on Making Comparisons

 Don’t mix series:

 Compare 1-year to 1-year

 Compare 3-year to 3-year 

 Don’t use overlapping estimates to measure 

change: 

 Compare non-overlapping 

 2007-2009 ACS 3-year to 2010-2012 ACS 3-year 

 Visit “Comparison Guidance” on ACS website
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_ 

users/comparing_data/ 

11



What is ACS PUMS?

 PUMS sample is a subsample of ACS 

interviews, 1% of all US households

 PUMS is a “weighted” sample

• Weighting variables must be used in analysis

 A set of two files – housing units and person

 ACS produces 1-,3-, and 5-year PUMS files

 Available as SAS files, CSV files, via 

DataFerrett and redistributors such as IPUMS
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Why Use PUMS?

 Data needed for a tabulation or a specific universe 
not supported by standard ACS tables (e.g., 
population groups by single year of age)

 Statistical analysis required to understand 
relationships between economic, demographic or 
housing variables (e.g., correlation analysis)

 Can create new measures using multiple variables 
or other people in household (spouse’s 
occupation, same-sex couples, number of kids)
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Tools to Access ACS 
 QuickFacts

 Census Explorer

 OnTheMap for Emergency Management

 American FactFinder

 Summary File Retrieval Tool

 Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS)

 DataFerrett

 File Transfer Protocol (FTP)

 Application Programming Interface (API)

http://www.census.gov/data/data-tools.html
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Code Lists and Crosswalks
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http://www.census.gov/people/io/methodology/



Locating Industry & Occupation 

Data Using AFF
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Select Topics 
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Search Results for Occupation
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Search Results for Industry
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Select Geographies
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Select a Table from Search 

Results
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View Results
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Table Selection: 
B24050 – Industry 
by Occupation for 
the Civilian 
Employed 
Population 16 Years 
and Over
2013 ACS 1-year 
estimates



Sex by Occupation
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EEO File
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Sex, Race by Occupation
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DataFerrett
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http://dataferrett.census.gov/



Review Variables to Create a Table
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Conclusion

 ACS vs. Census

 Reviewed content and geographies for ACS

 Discussed new content and what can be 

compared

 Reviewed what is PUMS

 Looked at several tools for accessing ACS

 Showed how to navigate tool for industry and 

occupation data
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Contact Information

Customer Services Call Center

1-800-923-8282

Visit ask.census.gov or chat 

with us

Kim Brown

kimberly.a.brown@census.gov

301-763-4308
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