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Zika Virus Response

Early Releases on January 22 (two reports) and January 26,  2016



Cherry et al., Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2016;65:293–294



Mission
 Voice of CDC

 Scientific periodical

 Public health capacity building



Components of MMWR Series
 MMWR Weekly
 MMWR Serials

– Recommendations and Reports
– Surveillance Summaries
– Supplements
– Annual Summaries



Types of articles in MMWR Weekly

 Full Reports
 Outbreak Reports
 Notes from the Field
 Policy Notes
 Vital Signs
 CDC Grand Rounds
 Announcements



Criteria for Publication

 Appropriateness
 Originality
 Quality
 Timeliness
 Clarity



Important Questions to be Answered 
When Considering Reports
 What is already known on this topic?
 What is added by this report?
 What are the implications for public health 

practice?



Question 1:

 Which of the following questions is NOT one considered as important to 
be answered in an MMWR report?
a.  What is already known on this topic?
b.  What are the implications of this report for state and local health   

departments? 
c. What is added by this report?
d. What are the implications for public health practice?



MMWR Reach



MMWR Electronic Media



MMWR Electronic Subscriptions



MMWR Social Media



Amplification of Content: 
News Stories



Amplification of Content: 
Journals/Medical Associations

Ann Emerg Med. 2013;62:269-271



Amplification of Content: 
Tandem Publications



MMWR Bibliometrics



2016 Google Scholar
Top Publications - Epidemiology

Retrieved August 3, 2016 from 
https://scholar.google.com/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=med_epidemiology



MMWR’s Impact Factor 
(Released June 13, 2016)

Journal Journal Impact Factor

New England Journal of        
Medicine 55.9

Lancet 39.2

JAMA 35.3

MMWR 10.6

Clinical Infectious Diseases 8.7

Emerging Infectious Diseases 7.0

American Journal of Public 
Health 4.1

Preventing Chronic Disease 2.2

Public Health Reports 1.7



New MMWR Features



Infrastructure Modernization

 MMWR content produced in XML 
– Allows greater redistribution of content 

through PubMed Central, Web of Science, 
others

 Direct object identifiers (DOIs) used to 
create persistent URLs
 Website uses responsive design



Other New MMWR Features

 MMWR Express – iOS 
and Android
 Access to Altmetric

results 



MMWR Altmetric

Altmetric.com 
accessed 6/9/2016



Question 2:

 What is Altmetric?
a.  A new way to measure the number of mentions a paper gets in 

traditional and social media 
b. A new way to measure the number of times a paper is cited in 

the medical literature
c. A new colorful graphic added to MMWR reports for visual 

interest
d. The best way to measure impact of an MMWR report



Tips for Publishing in MMWR
 Read lots of MMWR articles  

– Familiarize yourself with format, style, 
and types of articles accepted

 Find an example article
 Follow the “Instructions for Authors”
 Get feedback by giving a presentation on 

your study
 Put yourself in the position of a reader 

– For MMWR, this should be a generalist, 
not a specialist



Requirements for MMWR Weekly 
Full Report/Outbreak Report
 Publication criteria: appropriateness, 

originality, timeliness, clarity
 Word limit: <1400 
 Reference limit: <10 
 Tables, Figures and Boxes: <3
 Summary boxes
 Clearance
 Corresponding author – needs to be available 

during production week



Structure of MMWR Lead Paragraph                  
(will serve as abstract in PubMed)
 Introduction
 Methods
 Results
 Discussion
 Single Overriding Communication Objective 

(SOCO) – what public health actions should 
follow?



Requirements for MMWR Weekly 
Notes from the Field
 Abbreviated reports intended to advise 

readers of ongoing or recent events of concern 
to the public health community
 May contain early information, preliminary 

results, and other similarly incomplete 
information
 Word limit: <500 
 Reference limit:  “should be kept to an 

absolute minimum”
 Tables, Figures and Boxes: <1



Question 3:

 Which of the following is correct about word length and number of 
references permitted for MMWR reports? 
a. Full Reports are limited to 3500 words and 30 references.
b. Notes from the Field are limited to 500 words and 10 references.
c. Outbreak Reports are limited to 500 words and 3 

references.
d. Full Reports are limited to 1400 words and 10 references.



Common Errors
 Failure to follow Instructions for Authors
 Poor organization
 Overly complex sentence structure
 Meandering discussion
 Lack of clear focus
 Use of jargon
 Use of first person (MMWR is considered 

the “voice of CDC”)



Clear Writing Tips
 Short words are better than long (e.g., “end” 

vs. “terminate”)
 Trim extra words (e.g., “because” vs. “owing 

to the fact that”)
 Keep sentences simple
 Avoid repetition and jargon
 Proofread carefully (read out loud – if you 

stumble over the words, others probably 
will, too)



Question 4:

 Which of the following sentences is MOST consistent with MMWR style?
a. Annual cancer prevalence estimates and 95% confidence 

intervals were calculated for all states with available data.
b. We calculated annual cancer prevalence estimates and 95% 

confidence intervals for all states with available data.
c. For all states with available data, prevalence estimates and 95% 

confidence intervals for cancer were calculated annually.
d. Owing to the fact that not all states had available data, we 

calculated annual cancer prevalence estimates and 95% 
confidence intervals only for states with available data.



Summary
 MMWR

– Plays a critical role in disseminating public health 
information, especially during public health 
responses

– Reaches broad audience through email subscriptions, 
news and social media
• Recent modernization efforts likely to increase 

reach
– Cited frequently in peer-reviewed literature
– Encourages submissions from state and local health 

departments



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Questions

For more information please contact:
Sonja A. Rasmussen, MD, MS

skr9@cdc.gov
404-498-1829


	Publishing in the MMWR
	1976
	1976
	1976
	1981
	1981
	1981
	Slide Number 8
	Zika Virus Response
	Slide Number 10
	Mission
	Components of MMWR Series
	Types of articles in MMWR Weekly
	Criteria for Publication
	Important Questions to be Answered When Considering Reports
	Question 1:
	MMWR Reach
	MMWR Electronic Media
	MMWR Electronic Subscriptions
	MMWR Social Media
	Amplification of Content: �News Stories
	Amplification of Content: Journals/Medical Associations
	Amplification of Content: �Tandem Publications
	MMWR Bibliometrics
	2016 Google Scholar�Top Publications - Epidemiology
	MMWR’s Impact Factor �(Released June 13, 2016)
	New MMWR Features
	Infrastructure Modernization
	Other New MMWR Features
	MMWR Altmetric
	Question 2:
	Tips for Publishing in MMWR
	Requirements for MMWR Weekly Full Report/Outbreak Report
	Structure of MMWR Lead Paragraph                  (will serve as abstract in PubMed)
	Requirements for MMWR Weekly Notes from the Field
	Question 3:
	Common Errors
	Clear Writing Tips
	Question 4:
	Summary
	Slide Number 41

