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l:-ubllC Healtl1 Servlc~DEPARTMENT O'F HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

Hi[" 2 1 2&17;

PaTrick MCCOI\IlO", M.P .H.
Execllti"e Dire(~~or
Councii of Stat(~ and Termorial E:t?itl~miologiS(S
2872 Woodcol::1~: Boulevard -Suite 303
Atlanta, Geor~~ia 30341

Dear Mr. Mc('onnon:

The National .=~(:nter for ChronIc -Disease Prevention and Health Promo[ion (NCCDPHP)

supportS the objectives stated in (he Council of Stat(~ and Territorial Epi'::1emiologi~{s
(CSTE) position sta1:em~nt ..Dev,~}opmen( of Nation'1/1de Sta1e-based Chronic Dise;lse

Epidemiology t~;apal.'i1y" (#2000 CD~l), ~hat e~ch state health depanme'm should by
2004, idenTify 11 State Chronic DIs-I~a~t Epid~mIO]ogi~st (SCDE) ~o work (~ollaborarively
With program Irnanager5 tO assurf~ thaI essenual epjdt:miology f\~nction'; ~Ire perfonned,

ThIs posi(ion ~\[al:ement affirms the: vision express~d in rhe Insti(Qte of 1\1edicine's 1988
repoI"t, The Flllrrr~ of Pllblic llt:alrh. This assesSmeOi is a core public hl~ahh function and

every pllblic h(~alIh agency ShOll1d .'regularly and sys1:ematically collec'lC, assemble,
analyze. and 1l1:ake available infonna[ion on the health of the communi,;:y, including
g[;:t[iSlics on h(~nlth Stalus, commul1l~y health l1eeds, '~I?ldemiological and oth~r studies of

health problenrls:'

(1) HI~(j.Zlhy P~oplt' 2010 l-ecol1finn thIS vision in its Objective ;~;:Z3.14

lrl'::Tc~se the proponion of Tlibal. State. and local public ht~alth agencies that
provide or assure cornprehens!ve epidemiolQgy services to SUpPO!1 essential

public health service"s.

(2) Lel~,iglation ;.mlicipat~s dt:ve1opmt'-T1{ of 01 }.lationwide He(llth Tracking Networ~,-
jrlformation syslern {ha{ will provide SCIt'nust:s wi[h the healTh infurmatjon

Tlt:~:ded to help prt:vel1il: chronic l.tise;jse.

(3) Chronic disease epidemiologists will pl~ty a key role in deyl~1oping s\.1ch a
system using the mformaIion effectivel,)' .:omained in the gysIem. Many state:3

la{;k adequate chronic' disease epidemiology capacity-
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Severt\l sTates have combined ful)d'; tO estO1bJish new chronic disease epi(jl~mioJogy
positions from t\\',o or more of the following NCCDPHP sources: PrevenT.ive HeaJ{h iind

Health Services Block Grunt, C~rdjov:1scular Health, .Diabetes, Tobacco Prevention,
Br~ast and Cervical Canc~r Prt:ventl':>n. OraJ Heallh, (~~ancer Registries, arid the chronIc

dJsease S[ate-ba~;f~d Epidemiology f{~,r Public Heal{h Program (STEPPS) activity.

NCCDPHP ~[tonl:g:ly enCOUr,\gcs state Qep;lr1mems (0 (~),plore opponuniti(:s to combine
funds from amClJrlg tht:se and other 1:'Qtemlally appropl-iaJe sources for the purpQ~e of

esTablishIng and maintaining SCDf: positions. States ar~ encouraged to TrI"imain CUITent

mfoImation about theIr SCDE on lhe CSTE web site:

ht:t:Q :llww w .CS!~0,~)JgL S!!r~~!!!Y-~Q.~\'iJ:!~

The State Chronic Di$~ase Epldemiolo~i~t will work co}labora{ively wj[h orher
epidemiologisf!i and with state chro1lic diseuse program managers to ~.'5SL'l~ the fol1owjn~.

Conducr chronic disease SIJ,!-YeJ)lance accord1ng to nationally devf!loped standards

incll)dml~:.

ChrOt1ic Disease Jndic3.1:or$ (CD!)
N(\{ion~l PublIc HeaJ~h ~;urveillance Sys~f~m (NPHSS)
National ElecrroJlic DI~;eage Surveillance .~;ystem (NEDSS).

Dissen:rirlale result~ of chroI1lc disease s\lrveJIlance regularly and. widely in 1\

variery of fo1TJ1s and formats.

Pro\lid,~. appropriate epidernl0Jogy te(:hmcrll .~upport to ~tate chronic disease

progr;)).lls mc]udmg the fol\owing:

Provide epidemioJog:y mpur to documcnl;!) produced by chronIc disease
gul;h as repons, granl:s ~nd cooperati ye iJ}~,reemem applicatiQns.

Coordinate epiclemiCtlogy capacity and ~{;tlvitie~ across inctividual chronic

di~;(~a5e programs

Coordinate at the statl~ level epidemiolo~\y technical suppor[ for measuring
coromtmity health stml.1s indic"tors Th;}f are related tO chronic dise;)st: conTrol

Col1duc~ appropf1t1.te ~~valuation of chronic disease prograrns

Malnt,rin an epidemiolog~~ point of conTact "/ilh NCCD:PHP.

Monitor and updaTe alle&st every two years rht adequacy Qfthe slaTe's chronic
disease epidemiology cap~tci{y (perhaps usin~: the CSTE instrtlmenl).
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Maintain a state strategic plan for fillIng gaps j(jent:ified dunng tht~ capacity

assessmt~nt process.

.

~rely
J

Marks, M.P.. M,fl.H.
Surgeon General

J."recI.Or
National Center for Chronic Disease

Prevemlon and Health Prc,motions

Endnotes:

2

Institu'[e~ of Medicine. Thl~ future of Pllblic }.:lealth. Washing[on, pc: National

Academy Press, 1988.
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