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I. Rationale for basing disease reporting guidelines on U.S. Census  
residency rules. 

 
The guidelines as outlined are consistent with existing HIV/AIDS 
surveillance practices. In addition, the National Center for HIV, STD, and 
TB Prevention, (NCHSTP), Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention (DHAP), HIV 
Incidence and Clinical Surveillance Branch, is incorporating the guidelines 
outlined in this position statement into draft recommendations for updated 
HIV/AIDS case ownership rules to ensure consistency with the National 
Notifiable Disease Surveillance System (NNDSS) practices. 

 
III.    Parameters for disease reporting 
 

NCHSTP/DHAP agrees with the need to set a reference point for 
determining usual residence.  For disease-specific surveillance needs, 
and consistent with CSTE-supported case definitions, the reference point 
for HIV/AIDS will be the date of diagnosis, as confirmed by a laboratory.  
The reference point/period could be set according to disease-specific 
needs.  

 
IV. Specific guidelines for determining usual residence at time of  

symptom onset. 
 

As outlined in the position statement, items A-K are sufficient, except all 
mention of reference period citing time of symptom onset would, as 
explained in position statement III, be changed to date of diagnosis for 
cases of HIV and AIDS.   

  
 
 




