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|. Statement of the Problem:

Disease caused by invasive group A Streptococcus (GAS) infection can be severe, and
sometime life-threatening. About 9,000-11,500 cases of invasive GAS disease occur
each year in the United States, resulting in 1,000-1,800 deaths annually. Streptococcal
toxic shock syndrome and necrotizing fasciitis each comprise an average of about 6%-7%
of these invasive cases. Invasive GAS infections are a significant cause of disease and
death in the United States. However, no vaccine against GAS is currently available and
effective public health interventions to control invasive GAS infections are currently
limited to preventing nosocomial infections and spread among residents of long term care
facilities. Current passive surveillance for invasive GAS is thought to be too incomplete
to accurately represent the epidemiology of the disease. Because of these factors and the
number of invasive GAS infections estimated to occur annually, CDC subject matter
experts have recommended removing invasive GAS from the nationally notifiable disease
list.

1. Statement of the desired action(s) to be taken:
CSTE requests that CDC remove invasive GAS from the list of nationally notifiable
diseases at least until such time as there are more widespread public health interventions
related to case reports or FDA approval of a vaccine against GAS becomes imminent.

I11.Public Health Impact:

This recommendation will decrease the work load on local and state health departments
with minimal impact to their ability to intervene to control GAS disease.
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