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Title: Support of the National Action Agenda for Building Data Capacity for Maternal and Child 
Health  
 
Committee for Review: Chronic Disease/Maternal and Child Health/Oral Health 
 
Statement of the Problem: 
In 1988 the Institute of Medicine recommended that every health agency “regularly and 
systematically collect, assemble, analyze, and make available information on the health of the 
community, including statistics on health status, community health needs, and epidemiologic and 
other studies of health problems.” (1) Since that time, many state and federal efforts have aimed 
to build states’ data capacity for maternal and child health. Yet, success has been limited due to a 
lack of shared vision and communication among public health partners in MCH and the absence 
of strategic planning to advance capacity building efforts. 
 
Statement of the Desired Action(s): 
CSTE endorses the National Action Agenda that proposes to enhance the development of state 
and local public health agencies' capacity to carryout data-related functions in maternal and child 
health (MCH). The National Action Agenda seeks to improve data and information systems to 
influence decision-making at state and local levels, increase opportunities for field-based capacity 
building, enhance the MCH workforce, improve communication among public health partners in 
MCH, and develop effective strategies to expand the perspective of the health of women and 
children. 
 
Fiscal Impact: 
 
 
Impact: 
Supporting the National Action Agenda and participating in further coordinated capacity building 
efforts have many implications on the health of women and children.  Adequate data capacity will 
impact state and local agencies’ ability to perform essential MCH public health services, including 
1) addressing and monitoring the health status of women and children; 2) identifying, diagnosing 
and investigating health hazards that affect women and children; 3) informing and educating the 
public about MCH issues; 4) mobilizing partnerships to solve MCH problems; 5) proving 
leadership for setting priorities; and 6) planning interventions and developing policies to assure 
the health of women and children. In addition, state and local public health agencies will be 
empowered to evaluate the effectiveness, accessibility and quality of health services to women, 
infants, children and adolescents, including those with special health care needs. Further, 
enhanced MCH data capacity will advance the ability of state and local health agencies to 
practice evidence-based public health, and hence improve government accountability. 
 
Lead Author: 
Bao-Ping Zhu, MD, MS 
State Maternal and Child Health Epidemiologist 
Michigan Department of Community Health 
3423 North Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
Phone: (517) 335-8026 
Fax: (517) 335-9195 
ZhuB@state.mi.us 
 
Robert Rolfs, MD, MPH 
Director, Center for Health Data 
Utah Department of Health 
PO Box 142101 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-2101 
 



 2

Agencies for Response:  
 
James Marks, MD, MPH  
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
National Center For Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion  
4770 Buford Highway, NE  
Mailstop K 40  
Atlanta, GA  30341 
 
HRSA/MCHB 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau 
Parklawn Building 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, Maryland 20857 
 
Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP) 
1220 19th Street, N.W. 
Suite 801 
Washington, DC 20036 
 
CityMatCH 
982170 Nebraska Medical Center  
Omaha, NE 68198-2170  
 
Association of State and Territorial Health Officers (ASTHO) 
1275 K. Street, NW 
Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20005-4006 
 
Agencies for Information:  
 
Association of Schools of Public Health 
1101 15th Street NW 
Suite 910 
Washington DC 20005 
 
Association of Teachers of Preventive Medicine 
1660 L Street, NW 
Suite 208 
Washington, DC 20036 
  
National Centers of Excellence in Women's Health 
Office on Women’s Health 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
 
American College of Preventive Medicine (ACPM) 
1307 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
CDC Prevention Research Centers  
4770 Buford Hwy, NE 
MS: K-30 
Atlanta, GA  30341-3717 


