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RE: Position ~3:tatement 02-IDO~~

Dear Mr. Mc(;onnon

I am pleased 'to provide this foll,:Jw-up to the 2002 CSTE position statement 02-
ID-O9 entitle(j I'U.S. Mexico Surveillance and E~)idemiology Agre,':!ment."

Since the approval of this position statement, thlE! Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) convenE~d a meeting of I::enters, institutesi ;Elnd offices
within CDC to discuss ongoin!~ projects with ME'):ico. The CDC <:)ffice of Global
Health committed to working to'Nards solutions to logistic and liability issues that
serve as barriE~rs to working across this important international boundary. Health
commissioners from the US side have met with (:;DC to discuss strategies to
address the many issues, inclu(jing surveillancE~, across the borIjE~r.

Other activitiE!~; that have benefiited from the position statement include the
Border Infec1jous Diseases Su,"\feillance (BIDS) program and bil~31:eral vaccinatiorl
efforts. While these projects (;ontinue to make progress, there r,E}mains little
movement rE~'~Jarding formalizE~d and agreed upon mechanisms to share
epidemiologic; data, resources and technology. Moving resourc:es across the
border remains a significant inrlpediment to preparing the entire border region for
infectious diseases threats and emergencies. .'-his remains a lar!;le bureaucratic
concern that still deserves attE~ntion.
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CSTE and the member border states should support continuing t>inational work
to solve these concerns in order to in:1prove epidemiology and surveillance along
the border.

Sincerely ~

a <::::=--.~ / "' ..<:;.../lJ:7 }

~t-tI~2~,~~~~
Dennis M. Perrotta, PhD GIG
State Epidemiologist
T exas Department of Health
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