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THE SMALL-POX  H O S P I T A L  R O C K  *

Dr. Eli Todd, the first superintendent of the Connecticut Retreat for the
Insane, was for many years settled in Farmington, and before he began to prac-
tice there, Dr. Theodore Wadsworth was a practicing physician of Southington.
The town of Farmington, December 12,  I 791, “ Upon the petition of Theodore
JVadsworth  of Southington and Eli Todd of Farmington, physicians, requesting
permission of the town to establish and open a Hospital at some convenient
place within the limits of the town and near the Southington line, which shall be
approl’cd  of by the Authority and Selectmen, for the purpose of inoculating for
the Small Pox during the ensuing Autumn, ” voted to grant said petition.

lnr
On the mountain southeasterly from Farmington, where the trap rock that

gel)- composes the mountain itself comes to the surface and slightly projects
above the surrounding soil, the rock has many mscriptions,  representing at least
sixty-six individuals, together with dates ranging from I 792  to I 794. From these
dates \ve  may infer that the hospital established in pursuance of this vote was
near this rock. About fifty years ago an intimate friend of Dr. Todd pointed
out this rock to a son, who is now living and then told him that Dr. Todd’s

* The writer acknowledges his indebtedness to .\Ir. Julius Gay , Commander Edward Hooker, hIr. \Ivm.  L.  Cook,  and ~11
others who have kindly rendered him valuable assistance in the preparation oi this paper.










