
STATE ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INDICATORS COLLABORATIVE (SEHIC) CLIMATE CHANGE INDICATORS

Category: 
Policy Indicators

Indicator: 
Number and Percent of Local Governments and Percent of Population Participating in ICLEI
Measure(s):  
Number and Percent of Local Governments Participating in ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability
Percent of Population Participating in ICLEI
MEASURE DESCRIPTION
	

	Last updated:
	October 14, 2011

	Measurement units:
	Number and Percent of local governments and population

	Geographic scale:
	Statewide

	Time scale:
	Periodically updated.

	Significance/background:
	ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability is an international association of local governments whose mission is to further sustainable development at the local level. While climate change is one of ICLEI’s programmatic focuses, its scope also includes related topics such as biodiversity, mobility, procurement, built environment, local economies, and water. 

	Rationale:
	Local governments who are members of ICLEI are leaders in sustainable development. An indicator tracking the percent of jurisdictions and the percent of overall population participating in the program will help measure a state’s overall performance on sustainability in comparison with other states.

	Limitations:
	It is possible that the local government definitions used by the ICLEI website and the U.S. Census website may not exactly correspond in some states.  This could result in an inaccurate percentage of local governments calculation.

	Data resources:
	ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability:

http://www.icleiusa.org/about-iclei/members/member-list

	Data limitations:
	Member governments are not required to actively pursue ICLEI programs. It is therefore difficult to know whether a state with a large percentage of participating jurisdictions and/or total population has been more active on sustainability initiatives than non-participating jurisdictions.

	Related SEHIC measures:
	CC 5.1: Development of State Adaptation Plan

CC 5.4: Number of Municipal Heat Island Mitigation Projects and Plans

CC 5.5: Number of Health Surveillance Systems Related to Climate Change

CC 6.2 Number, Percent, and Percent of Population Living in Cities Participating in the U.S. Conference of Mayors Climate Protection Agreement

CC 6.3: Creation of a State Climate Change Advisory Board

CC 6.4 Completion of a Greenhouse Gas Inventory

CC 6.5 Completion of a State/Local Climate Change Action Plan


HOW-TO GUIDE: Number of Local Governments and Percent of Population Participating in ICLEI
Number of Local Governments Participating in ICLEI
1. Go to the ICLEI website:  http://www.icleiusa.org/about-iclei/members/member-list
2. This list is in alphabetical order of local governments by state.  Go down this list and count the number of local governments listed for your state.  Record this number.

Percent of Local Governments Participating in ICLEI
1. Go to the “Lists & Structure of Governments” page on the U.S. Census Bureau website, available at: http://www.census.gov/govs/go/
2. Download the Excel file under the “Number of Governments by Type and State” title. At the time of creating this How-To guide, 2007 was the most recent year available. 

3. On the Excel spreadsheet, record the total number of General Purpose Local Governments in your state and add to this the number of counties in your state.   

4. To calculate the percentage of local governments that participate in ICLEI, divide the total local governments that particpate in ICLEI (obtained in the above section) by the total number of local governments (obtained in step #3 above).  Multiply by 100 to convert the decimal to a percentage measure.
Percent Population of Local Governments Participating in ICLEI
1. Go to the U.S. Census Bureau website for Population Estimates: http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html. 

2. Click on “Estimates Data.”

3. Click on the “Totals” link under “Incorporated Places and Minor Civil Divisions.” 

4. Click on “All Incorporated Places and Minor Civil Divisions.” This website contains links to either an Excel file or a CSV file that can be opened or saved on your computer.  Click on the file format of your choice and choose whether you want to open the file or save it and then open it on your computer. After you have opened the file, sum the population under the most recent year column (2008 at the time that this How-To guide was created) for each city noted in the first section above, but remove any local governments that fall within the jurisdiction of another local government (i.e. remove a city if the county that city falls in is also an ICLEI member).  
5. Go back to the U.S. Census Bureau website for Population Estimates: http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.html. 

6. Click on “Estimates Data.”

7. Click on the “Totals” link under “Counties.”

8. Click on “Annual Population Estimates.” This website contains links to either an Excel file or a CSV file that can be opened or saved on your computer.  Click on the file format of your choice and choose whether you want to open the file or save it and then open it on your computer. After you have opened the file, sum the population under the most recent year column (2008 at the time that this How-To guide was created) for each county noted in the first section above. 
9. Go back to the “Estimates Data” page accessed above under step #2. 

10. Click on the “Totals” link under the “States” category. Note the total population for your state for the same year calculated in step #4 above.
11. Sum the population counts for the cities and counties that participate in ICLEI (the totals from steps 4 and 8) and divide this total by the state’s total population count.  Multiply this figure by 100 to convert the decimal to a percentage.
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